Israeli voters moving to right 

Tci Aviv (R) — - Israelis have shifted towards ultra-nationalist parties 
see kin g cxpoiswD of Palestinians and more Jewish settlement in the 
ocBipied territories, according to a poll published Tuesday. Pollster 
Hanocb Smith said the survey published in Davar newspaper indicated the 
Gulf crisis and die three- year-oW Palestinian uprising ^ hardened the 
wews of Israeh voters. Both the dovish opposition Labour Party «nd the 
ruling Liku d Party of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shantir had lost s u pport to 
small right-wing parties since the last national election in 1988. Ultra- 
□atkmlist parties allied with Likud in a coalition since June had 
eight per cent since 1988, die poll showed. A coalition of Labour and 
Ukud coDapsed in March when Shamir refused to enter peace f ifc« with 
Palestinians. In June, Lflcnd formed the most right-wing government in 
Israel's history with religious and ultra-nationalist parties. The poll of 
1.200 voters, conducted in November, showed 69 per cent of new voters 
— a category inflated by Soviet immigration of up to 30,000 a month — 
support Likud or its right-wing allies. 
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Iraq walks oot of Arab agency meeting 

TUNIS (R) — llie head of Iraq’s delegation to 'as Arab League agency 
walked out of an exec u t i ve conned meeting on Tuesday in pretest ar die 
presence of a Kuwaiti delegate and at die coundT* refusal to replace the 
Kuwaiti chairman. Iraq had submitted a proposal to exclude the Kuwaiti 
delegate from die meeting of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and 
Stientific Organisation (ALECSO) and remove Chairman Abdal R ahman 
A1 Khudari, who was the chief civil servant in Kuwait's education 
ministry, diplomats said. But the council turned the proposal down 
because it arrived too late, they added. The Iraqi delegate withdrew and 
did not return for the rest of the Tuesday’s meeting, the diplom a ts said. 
He had come bom Baghdad for die occasion. The council put on the 
agenda a Kuwaiti proposal asking ALECSO to pretext educational, 
cultural and scientific institutes in Kuwait from further damage by Iraqi 
troops, they ad** 1 Kuwait says the Iraqis have stripped schools and 
nnrvetaties of everything they can move and shipped them back to Iraq. 
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of tbe formations of tbe division and 
ler on pr ogress of mfiitajry training 


Crown Prince 


i, this might help 


withdrawals are not acceptable. 
But at the same time if that 
process were to start it would 
obviously take some time to 
realise. I have no evidence of 
that at the moment and with the 
very high tensions at the mo- 
ment and the corresponding in- 
transigence on both sides and 
the very personalised debate on 
both sides, I think it is really 
short of a miracle really to talk 
of the possibility of peace in the 
next few days. I would like to see 
peace break out. But I only see a 

(Continued on page 5) 


a number of 


cover deficit. 

He said that although the draft 
bndgjst talks about a 1990-1996 
comprehensive economic plan, 
that plan “was worked out be- 
hind closed doors, without in- 
volving the political and econo- 
mic groups that represent the 
interest of all social strata." 

The 22-strong Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc in the House 
called for a comprehensive eco- 
nomic plan based on Is lami c 
principles. The Brotherhood de- 
manded the government review 
all financial legislation “in order 
to weed out any laws that contra- 
dict the Islamic S haria. ” 

(Continued on page 5} 


uld lead Gulf talks 


of the Palestine 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
draft also refers to a Middle East 


caH- 


Arafat arrived in Harare 
aboard a Libyan Boeing 727. 
PLO officials accompanying him 
said he had travelled in the 
civilian jet across the Middle 
East and Africa since his talks on 
Saturday in Baghdad with Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The PLO and a few Arab 
states are sympathetic to Iraq 
over the Gulf crisis and oppose 
foe U.S.-led nriKtaiy buildup in 
the area. Arafat has consistently 
called for an Arab solution to 
end die crisis. 

Mngabe, a former chairman of 
the 102-nation Non-Aligned 
Movement, backs U.N. mea- 
sures against Iraq but says im- 
partial, non-aligned countries 
would be better placed to negoti- 
ate peace than Arab countries or 
the United Nations. 


successfully 


deeply 


notably France. 


h ike on a defence and security 
foie were welcome, but that 
these must not exclude the Un- 
ited States, Canaria or alliance 
members which axe not EC 
members. 

“When we refer to the the 
European pillar inside our 
affia noe, we do not exclude any 
member nation,” he said. 

Woerner said at the news con- 
ference that NATO was showing 
solidarity and consensus as it 
reassessed its own future. 

But the row with France, 
which left the alliance's military 
UiuCtore in 1966 and r es e n ts 
U. St -leadership, appeared to 
contradict that 

- It also dash e d hopes, express- 
ed recently by some NATO 
members, that France would 
move back towards . NATO’s 


French Foreign Minister Ro- 
. ..tend Dumas had teft the. two-day 








Iraqis urged Alli es aim to topple French 

to conserve i raq i afr power 5°™™ 


fuel oil 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The Oil 
Ministry urged Iraqis Wednes- 
day to stockpile oil and pet- 
roleum products for the winter 
to avoid shortages if war erupts 
in the Gulf. 

The announcement, published 
by the government's A1 
Joumhuriya daily, said the 
ministry will provide the market 
with fuel oil, kerosene, cooking 
gas. gasoline and diesel so that 
purchases can be made. 

"We hope that all dozens will 

buy their needs so they may 
overcome any shortages that 
might result from an aggresion 
on our oil installations,'' it said. 

Iraq was producing around 3.1 
million barrels of oil a day, of 
which 100,000 barrels a day were 
needed for domestic consump- 
tion, before its Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Iraq has shut down an esti- 
mated 75 per cent of its oilfields 


BAHRAIN (R) — If a Gulf war 
breaks out, allied planes aim to 
win control of the skies within 
hours by launching a devastating 
strike against Iraqi air power, a 
British air force commander said 
Wednesday. 

Group Captain David Heo- 
derson, commander of two 
squadrons of royal air force Tor- 
nado and Jaguar ground attack 
bombes in Bahrain, said his air- 
craft were ready to go to war. 

His pDots were flying training 
missions round the dock and 
there would be no let-up in their 

high state of readiness over the 
coming holiday. 

"It will be business as usual 
throughout the Christmas 
period,” Henderson told repor- 
ters. 

“The capabilities that we have 
against the Iraqis mean we could 
very quickly obtain air superior- 
ity," he said. 

"I think we will use all the air 
assets we have got out here... to 
be able to mount a very carefully 


coordinated attack to respond to 
anything they throw at us," be 
said. 

Henderson asserted intial air 
superiority could be won “within 
hours,” although other air force 
sources said it could take "days 
rather than weeks" to establish 
control in the skies. 

Henderson said overall victory 
could not be achieved without 
ground forces. 

Iraq has around 500,000 
troops in or near Kuwait and 
since the August 2 invasion they 
have been digging in behind 

deep anti-tank ditches and high 
sand walls. 

British air force officers are at 
pains to stress that while they do 
not want war, they wfll strike 
bard if hostilities start. 

Squadron leader Chris Allam, 
who flies Jaguars, said: “I think 
you always have doubts, you 
wouldn’t be human if you didn't 
have doubts. But we have got 
enough to do the job.” 


Saudi Arabia halts jet fuel 
exports to boost military stocks 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
stopped all jet fuel and diesel oil 
exports to boost military stocks 
before the United Nations Jan. 
15 deadline for Iraq to quit 
Kuwait, Gulf-based oil traders 
said. 

"It seems the (Saudi) govern- 
ment has instructed the refiner- 
ies to stop all gas oil and ke- 
rosene exports," an oil trader in 
the Gulf said. 

Almost 2,000 warplanes, the 
cutting edge of the multi- 
national forces ranged against 
Iraq, need kerosene, the basis of 
jet fuel. Turbine-powered 
warships and some U.S. tanks 
also consume jet fuel. 

Diesel oD powers most tanks, 
troop carriers, missile launchers 
and other transport vehicles. 

Riyadh has undertaken to 
supply the fuel needs of the 
U.S.-led multinational forces 
massed in the kingdom. 

“It seems Saudi Arabia wants 
to have full (fuel) tanks .on Jan. 
15." one oil trader said. 

Oil industry sources also said 
three of the kingdom’s major 
refineries. Ras Tannurah. Jubail 
and Riyadh, lay within range of 
Iraqi missiles. This was another 
reason for a rapid buildup of 
dispersed stocks ahead of the 
U.N. deadline. 

Oil traders in Singapore said 
Tuesday that Mobil, which oper- 
ates a joint venture export refin- 


ery with Saudi Arabia at Yanbu 
on the Red Sea coast, had de- 
clared force majeure on 
kerosene and gas oil exports. 

Force majeure exempts par- 
ties to a contract from their 
obligations because of events 
outside their control. 

Saudi Arabia had already 
stopped all products exports 
from its Ras Tannurah refinery, 
the world's biggest, after a fire 
on Nov. 30 forced a shutdown of 
the whole plant, until the first 
week of January. 

Jet fuel and diesel oil exports 
from Jubail refinery on the Gulf, 
a joint venture with Shell, had 
also been halted since the first 
week of December. 

Oil industry sources in the 
Gulf said the closure of Ras 
Tannurah refinery until the first 
week fo January has forced the 
kingdom to divert all available 
fuel sources to supply the multi- 
national forces. 

.. ..The sources said they believed 
-the closure of Ras Tannurah 
refinery would not affect the 
fighting capabilities of the U.S.- 
led multinational forces due to 
already hi gh levels of stocks and 
the existence of other sources in 
and outside the kingdom. 

Saudi Arabia has seven re- 
fineries altogether with a total 
capacity of around 1.7 milli on 
b/d, including Ras Tannurah. 

Out of the six remaining oper- 


ational refineries, three are 50/ 
50 joint ventre export refineries. 
They are at Jubail on the Gulf 
(250,000 b/d). and Yanbu 
(250,000 b/d) and Rabigh 
(325,000 b/d) on the Red Sea, 
with Sehli, Mobil and the Greek 
company Petrola respectively. 

The other three Saudi refiner- 
ies are located at Jeddah (91,000 
h/d), Riyadh (134,000 b/d) and 
Yanbu (170,000 b/d) and mainly 
serve the domestic market. 

Oil industry sources said SaucS 
Arabia, by running its remaining 
six refineries at almost full 
capacity, could process around 
1.2 million barrels of crude. 

Apart from the refineries in 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain's 250,000 
b/d refinery, linked to the Ara- 
bian Peninsula by a 30-kilometre 
causeway, had been supplying 
the U.S. navy and air force in 
the Gulf with jet fuel even be- 
fore Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. _ 

Three other refineries ■ are 
operating on the Gutf-coarf of 
the Arabian Peninsula. Qatar 
has a 60,000 b/d plant, and Abu 
Dhabi an 80,000 b/d domestic 
refinery at Umm A1 Nar and a 

120.000 b/d export refinery at 
Ruwais. 

Outside the Gulf, Oman has a 

70.000 b/d plant and Yemen, a 
sympathiser of Iraq, a 170,000 
b/d refinery at Aden. 


Communists 

oppose 

Gulf role 

PARIS (AP) — Secretary- 
General Georges Marchais 
opened the French Communist 
Party's national congress Tues- 
day with sharp criticism of 
France's participation in the 
Gulf crisis. 

“This war cannot be our war," 
Marchais said of a possible con- 
flict in the Gulf. 

Marchais, who like his party is 

70 years old. also pledged to 
press ahead with a crusade 

against capitalism in France, 
even as be admitted that interna- 
tional communism is in deep 
trouble. 

He ruled out any resumption 
of cooperation with the gov- 
erning socialists, saying Presi- 
dent Frandos Mitterrand has 
forsaken the left and im- 
plemented “the policies sought 
by big money, the policies of the 
right." 

Marchas’ nearly four-hour 
speech to more than 1,700 dele- 
gates opened the party’s five-day 
congress, being held at a time 
when the organisation has its 
lowest level of support in de- 
cades. It remains, however, one 
of the west’s largest communist 
parties. 

The organisation claims 

600.000 members, although even 
party members say the figure is 
inflated. Its support in recent 
national elections has dropped 
below 10 per cent. 

Co mmunis ts hold 26 of 577 
seats in the National Assembly. 
In 1916, they held 182 seats, the 
most of any party, but their 
share dropped to 11 in 1981 and 
35 in 1986. 

The party also controls 1,097 
municipal councils, including 
dozens of woriring-dass suburbs 
around major cities, but only 
one community — Le Havre — 
has more than 100,000 people. 

The party congress, held every 
three years, is the highest-level 
forum for choosing leadership 
and setting policy. This one is its 
first since the fall of communist 
gove rnm ents in Eastern Europe. 

Marchais criticised the Soviet 
Union's decision to authorise 
use oL force against -Iraq in the 
Gulf crisis, saying this move 
“deeply disappointed, the peflple 
of France." 

He has previously criticised 
France's deployment of about 

13.000 troops, 11 ships, and 
three squadrons of aircraft as 
part of the multinational force 
arrayed against Iraq in the Gulf. 
It is France's largest deployment 
abroad since the Algerian war in 
the 1960s. 


Expected wave of 

Falashas meets 
Israeli resistance 


— -V-? fe 


French pacifists stop Gulf-bound ferry. 




By Gwen Ackerman 
Tbe Associated Press 

TEL AVTV — Israeli towns, 
already burdened with absorbing 
thousands, of Soviet immigrants, 
axe reluctant to accept the 

20.000 Ethiopian Jews expected 
to arrive in the next year, offi- 
cials ay. 

Shimon Shcnreet, treasurer of 
the quad-governmental Jewish 
Agency that helps handle im- 
migration to Israel, told Israel 
Radio Tuesday that resistance 
was centred in so-called develop- 
ment towns created in outlying 


lived in isolation from main- 
stream Jewish life for over 2,000 
yean. In 1981, Israel launched a 
secret airlift with U.S. support to 
rescue them. 

Some 8,000 were evacuated 
before Operation Mioses became 
public, causing the gov e r nm ent 
of Ethiopia to block further de- 


DUNKLKK, France w . 7 rT III 

French port of Dunkirk have 1 - 

fcnv an*i eqmpment for Rea* tape, m the Oidf, jg 

said Wednesday. They said seamen and dk^ erspre veated foe g 
ferry from leaving Tuesday fright and some 20 pacifists opposed* r 

France's involvement in the Gulf boarded t^dnp. ft 

6,200 troops in Saudi Arabia and is sending 3,300 remforoenftnts, # 

Dutch wants option to refuse Gulf duty:*; jj 


THE HAGUE (R) — A Dutch conscripts' union has asked 1 
parliament to rule that soldiers doing their mffitary service.be 
allowed to refuse any call for duty in the Gulf. The Netherlands h . 
weighing whether to sent ground forces or otherwisemcrease its 
contribution to the Western efforts to dislodge Iraq from Kuwait. 
The Union for Conscript Soldiers, which fights. to improve 
conditions for consc ri p t s, said that if the government decided to 
send ground troops, conscripts should be asked to go only on a 
voluntary basis. “Conscripts must in all cases deade themselves 
whether or not they wfll take part in a force in the Gulf, the 
petition said. A Defence Ministry spokesman declined to com- 
ment on the petition, saying t h at no decision on whether to send 
Dutch ground troops bad yet been made. But be noted that the 
700 Dutch marines on two frigates so far seat by the Netherlands 
to tiie Gulf bad all freely consented to their task. 

■ 

Danish warship rescues Iranians 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — A Danish warship Wednesday rescued 
six Iranian seamen off a freighter that sank after a collision with 
another vessel in the Gulf, Denmark's public radio reported. The 
sailors were being treated for exposure in the sick-bay of the 
Danish corvette Oifert Fischer after spending six horns in the sea, 
the radio said. They were to be taken to Dubai later Wednesday. 
A seventh crewman from tbe Iranian freighter was still miss ing, 
the radio said. A U.S. destroyer and a Norwegian supply ship 
joined the search. The freighter was en route from Dubai to the 
Iranian port of Bandar Abbas around midnight local t im e when it 
was rammed and sunk by a larger vessel, said the radio. Hie other 
ship sailed on and disappeared in the dark. The incident occurred 
near the Hormuz Strait at the mouth of the Gulf. Tbe Iranian 
vessel was not identified in the report. 

■ 

Judge revokes bail for Nosair 

NEW YORK (AP) — A judge, disclosing that he had been 
rtirmrtiwgrij revoked A1 Sayyid Nosair’s S300*000 bail Tuesday 
and ordered the suspect in the killing of Rabbi Meir Kahane 
remanded to to jail. State S u pre m e Court Justice Alvin Schtesm- 
ger cited several factors as evidence that there was a strong 
likelihood that Nosair, 35, a native of Egypt, would flee. Among 
them was a passport Nosair held in a different name. The judge 
also noted that officials had found some cyanide in Nosair’s 
workplace locker at a Manhattan a d dress, where he worked as a 
dty heating maintenance man. Scblesinger said the cyanide could 
be used to poison someone or commit suicide. Tbe judge said he 
believed prosec uto rs bad a strong case against Nosair, who is 
accused of gunning down the Jewish leader at a Manhattan hotel 
on Nov. 5. Scblesinger noted a bullet-ridden piece of plasterboard 
that prosecutors removed from Nosair’s CKffiadc Park, New 
Jersey, home. During the bail hearing, the judge also disclosed 
that he received numerous death threats and attempts to influence 
him via telephone messages' and mail. His admission prompted 
defence attorney Michael Warren to ask that ScfaJesihger remove 
himself from the' case, which the judge piouiptij denied &$ingjhd 
threats and atte m pts to pressure him would" not affect his handling 
of the case. Tbe next bearing in the case was set for March 4. 

Egypt’s Azhar slams Israel 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s A1 Azhar, the world's oldest seat of 
Islamic learning, attacked Israel Wednesday for ordering four 
Palestinians out of the occupied territories said failing to protect 
Muslim holy places. “A1 Azhar condemns Israeli threats to 
continue a ggre s si on on holy places in Jerusalem and the expul- 
sion of Arabs from their homes,” said a statement carried by tbe 
Middle East News Agency. Israel ordered tbe expulsion of four 


“Most of those development 
towns who the agency was in 
contact with told us they were 
opposed to absorbing immigra- 
tions from Ethiopia... fearing 
tbe absorption of a large number 
will add to tbe socioeconomic 
problems they already have," 
said Shetreet. 

Gad Ben An, spokesman for 
tile agency, referred to "pockets 
of resistance" to the Ethiopian 
immigrants, citing economic and 
social burdens caused by settling 
the African Jews, known as 
Falashas, who come mostly from 
peasant backgrounds. 

He added in a telephone inter- 
view: "This is very grave in our 
eyes. Simha Dinitz, director of 
the agency, calls the resistance 
totally unjustified and unaccept- 
able.” 

Ethiopian Jews have com- 
plained recently that Israeli offi- 
cials were holding np the flow of 
immigra nts because of question 
over their Jewishness. 

But Israel has maintained the 
stalled immigration was due to 
Ethiopian President Haile Men- 
gistu Mariam, who reportedly 
has demanded imports of Israeli 
arms in exchange for freeing 
Jews from his country. 

Officials in Washington said 
Monday that Mengistu’s govern- 
ment reached agreement last 
month with U.S. and Israeli di- 
plomats to allow about 1,000 
Jews to leave each month. 

Immigration officials here said 
they expect a faster rate of im- 
migration and predicted all 

20,000 Jews trying to leave 
Ethiopia could arrive in Israel 
before the end of 1991. 

Ethiopian Jews, who trace 
their lineage to Biblical times. 


After Ethiopia and Israel re- 
sumed diplomatic relations in 
October 1989, about 400 to 500 

Jews were leaving the country 
each month for Israel. However, 
the flow was stopped from July 
through November. 

The Ethiopians have caused 
controversy here because ultra- 
orthodox Jews have demanded 
they undergo symbolic conver- 
sion to Judaism, a step of Afri- 
can Jews have opposed. 

However, Jewish Agency offi- 
cials and news reports blamed 
the reluctance to house tbe blade 
Jews by Israeli towns on the 
burden of absorbing Soviets 
arriving at the rate of more than 

1.000 daily. 

They also cited complaints 
that the Ethiopians require more 
care since most are unskilled and 
uneducated. More than half of 
tiie Ethiopians who arrived 
through Oper a tio n Moses re- 
main in absorption centres. 

The mayors of Dimona and 
Shknm were quoted in the daily 
Hadashot as dting lack of apart- 
ments as reason for not wanting 
the Ethiopians. 

Both said that all vacant apart- 
ments have been filled by the 
new Soviet arrivals. Some 

155.000 Soviet Jews have arrived 
in Israel in the past year and 
officials expect a million by the 
end of 1992. 

However, Hadashot also re- 
ported that the town of Maalot 
said last year it could not accept 
Ethiopians because it could not 
afford to ref ur bish apartments 
for them. Now, the newspaper 
said, 500 Soviets are firing in the 
same buildings. 


Despite Ethiopian complaints 
of being pushed aside by the 
more easily absorbed Soviet im- 
migration, Ben Ari said he was 
confident the Ethiopians would 
benefit from the simultaneous 
influx. 

“The Ethiopian Jews will be 
part of the momentum and the 
process will be much easier tins 
time," be said. 
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programmes for child safety 


By 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A national ^'"»t 
oa children’s safety in tbe home, 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, opened Tuesday 
at the Plaza Hotel. The two-day 
seels to develop a com- 
prehensive 
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the efforts of all institutions and 
organisations engaged in the 
chil d safety in tbe home c am - 
paign. 

Tbe seminai is organised by 
N oor A 1 Hussein Foundation’s 
(NHF) health conmnttkations 
project. This project, launched 
in 1986 in cooperation with Un- 
ited States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID), 
is designed to help developing 
countries increase tbe "—part of 
child snrvival programme 
u ** of 


awaieness of 'parents and show 
them ways and practices that 
would prev ent and control chil- 
dren's injuries,” Babous sad. 

She added that there was a 
great need to conduct research 
to determine the Krr r of the 
problem, gather information on 
children's injuries at home, 'and 
bu3d an integrated data system 
fankrng all agearics dealing with 
these injuries. “We should also 
try to enact necessary legislation 


that guarantees prevention and 
control of children's injuries in 
the home," she added. 
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also provides as s istan ce in social 
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behavioural studies, ethnog- 
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the problem of child safety in the 
home to the attention of resear- 
chers, poficy- and decision- 
makers as well as parents, fami- 
lies, and others who deal with 
children,” Sima Bahous, direc- 
tor of the health communica- 
tions projects at NHF said. 

Bahous underlined ways in 
which children’s injuries can be 
p re v en t e d by stressing tbe need 
to “take tbe danger away from 
the child rather than teD the 
child to stay away from danger.” 

“Parents are aware of the 
problem only when it occ ur s; 
what we have to do is raise the 


research and working papers 
prepared fay a group of expe r t s 
drawn from Jord ani an unrvetsi- 
ties. The Ministry of Health and 
NHF. These experts deal with 
other aspects of children's en- 
vironment, including for exam- 
ple the effect of television on 
children, p revention of injuries 
and accidents during dnldbood, 
health education and protection 
of children in homes. 

Dr. Zyad AI Rifai, a faculty 
member of die Commtmkatioas 
and Journalism Department at 
Yannouk U ni v er s i ty who par- 
ticipated in tbe seminar, discus- 
sed die effects of television on 


lent shows on television,” Rifai 
raid, adding that on one occa- 
sion be interviewed 130 children 
and asked them to name their 
favourite cartoon show with the 
majority saying it was “Tom and 
Jeny.” “It is a very violent 
show,” Rifai said. 

* 

Asked what can be done to 
correct tins kind of negative 
effect cm children, Rifai said; 
“On the detisuo-making level, 
television should adopt a policy, 
that wilJ take out violent prog- 
ramme.” As for parents, Rifai 
said, they can participate in 
curbing »kA a negative effect on 
their children. “Parents should 
watch television with their chil- 
dren and express their dis- 
approval of certain behaviour 
they see. That will affect the 
child,” be said. 

Another participant was 
Mohammad Ayyetsh, a faculty 
member of tbe CcmmunicaDOiis 
and Journalism Department at 
Yarmouk University, who based 
his research on tbe’role of mass 
media in promoting tbe safety of 
children in the borne. “Tbe mass 
media can play a role in two 


“Children, especially at an 
early age, are affected by what 
they see os television, especially 
violence, anti-social and destruc- 
tive behaviour and they tend to 
imitate dris sort of behaviour,” 
Rifai said. He added that 
although not a lot of research on 
this subject has been done in 
Jordan “in the United States 
hundreds of reports prove that if 
children watch violence they im- 
itate it.” 

“Cartoons are the most vio- 


rammes and second through a 
communication campaign 
approach that is more concen- 
trated,” he said, adding that “if 
a long-term objective is required 
the first approach works, while 
for immediate results the second 
one will suffice.” 

The seminar, organised by 
NHF and USAID, included rep- 
resentatives from ministries of 
information, health, education, 
social development, trade and 
industry in addition to repre- 
sentatives from Jordanian uni- 
versities and different societies 
and associations. 


Outgoing Brazilian envoy honoured 


decorated the outgoing Brazilian 
Baptista Varia with Jordan's 
Order which EEs Majesty King 
on the occasion of the end of his 



t 







AMMAN (Petra) — 

Maman AI Qasem Tuesday 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Independence Medal of the 
Hussein had conferred upon 
tour of duty in Jordan. 

Abu Qoura, Japanese official hold talks 

AMfc£AN (Fetra) — Tbe Jordan National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) President Ahmad Abu Qoura discussed Tuesday with 
rite trade attached the Japfiftfp Embassy in Ainroap arfange- 
ments for a visit which a delegation repres e nting the Japanese 
Relief Committee win pay to Jordan. Abu Qoura saiu the 
delegation would prepare a study on the Jordanian experiment in 
extending assistance to evacuees from Iraq and Kuwait and the 
role of the JNRCS in the relief operations. 

Chamber of Commerce discusses report 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Executive Committee of the Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce Federation held a meeting Tuesday 
under the chairmanship of the council's President Mohammad 
Asfonr. The council discussed the council’s bureau report which 
proposed forming a committee to prepare the technical and 
economic basis for lifting the ban on the importation of trucks and 
to propose the suitable customs duty on trucks. The committee 
will c om pri s e representatives of the ministries of interior, finance 
and industry and trade, Amman Chamber of Commerce and the 
federation. 

ft 

Lufthansa halts flights to Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The German airline, Lufthansa, win suspend 
flights to and from Jordan as of Jan. 31 becoming the fifth airline 
to stop operations in the Kingdom, airline so ur ces said Tuesday, 
last week, in a wri tte n notice, the Lufthansa office in Amman 
informed its agents that fli ghts will be discontinued as of Jan. 31, a 
local travel agent said Tuesday. Lufthansa said their decision was 
prompted by the “unstable situation in the Middle East,” but 
other factors prevalent before the Gulf crisis also influenced 
them, according to a foreign airline official. He said tbe closure 
thneinn was also prompted by strong competition, low revenues 
and high operating cost. “Before the crisis foreign airlines were 
complaining of the unjustifiably high operating cost, including tbe 
hsnriWng fees at Amman airport,” the official said. “But after the 
crisis we had to deal with the war risk insurance which added 
about 120,000-430,000 to the cost of each flight depending on tbe 
size of the airplane,” the official added. 

Baqaa-Jerash road to be closed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Public Works Tuesday said 
■Baqaa-Jerash road, starting from Mubts intersection and ending 
at Jerash would be closed before traffic for eighteen months as of 
Friday, Dec. 21. Ministry sources said the ministry had completed 
' work on tbe alternative roads and had installed guiding signs to 
ensure *h»> traffic goes smoothly and easily on the new roads. The 
mmiw r y «aM fW traffic wyw ' t| g from Iffaid to Amman 

would have to follow Irtrid-Nuahneh i n ters e ction, B alaam* , 
Hashnmeh, Khaw intersection, the free zone intersection, Awa- 
jan Zarqa highway to Amman. Special arrangements 

trill be mad* for people living within the areas located in the work 
area, the sources noted. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following Bstiags are competed from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe fisted 
tmv god pigce with the concerned institutions. 
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Jordan, 
China 
to discuss 
trade 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Joint 
Jordanian-CEinese Economic 
Committee will open meetings in 
Peking .in die last week of De- 
cember: to - discus* 'means of 
promoting Jordanian-Chinese 
trade and economic ties, accord- 
ing to an official statement here. 

The statement said that the 
two-day meeting would focus 
attention on ways of increasing 
the volume of goods exchanged 
by the two countries as well as 
cooperation in industrial joint 
ventures, technology and scien- 
tific fields. 

In addition tbe committee will 
discuss means of utilising a $25 
milli on loan which is to 

be granted to Jordan, according 
to the statement. 

It said that the Jordanian side 
will be led by minister of Plan- 
ning Khaled Amin Abdullah 
who wDl be acco mpan ied by 
representatives from his own 
m ini stry as well as the Natural 
Resources Authority, the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Chambers 
of Industry and Trade, the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Company, 
and tbe National Shipping Lines. 

The joint committee last held 
a meeting in Amman in 1985, 
but in September last year a 
delegation led by China's foreign 
minister held a meeting here 
with tbe ministry of industry and 
trade resulting in an agreement 
on reviving tbe work of tbe joint 
committee and oa working oat 
detailed p ro g r am mes for mutual 


A statement which followed, 
the ministers' meeting said that a 
derision was taken to encourage 
tbe joint conunitte to embark on 
matters related to technical, 
health, social and economic 


Yemeni minis ter 
heads delegation 
to Jordan 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Yemeni 
Higher Education and Scientific 
Research Minister Ahmad 
Salem AI Qadi arrived here at 
the head of a Yemeni delegation 
on a week-long official visit to 
Jordan for talks with Jordanian 
officials on higher education and 


In a statement to Petra, AI 
Qadi said tint the delegation's 
visti to Jordan was aimed at 
familiarising themselves with 
Jordan’s exp er ience in the field 
of higher education and scien- 
tific research with a view to 

beoefitting from it. He added 
that die visit provided a good 
opp o r t uni ty for consultation on 

a number of issues of mutual 
interest to both countries. The 

visit will contribute to enhancing 
brotherly rotations Uniting Ior- 
dan with Yemen, tbe mmwer 


Lives of 12m children 
saved, UNICEF report says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The' United 
Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) Wednesday launches tbe 
1991 State of the World's Chil- 
dren Report which outlines a 
general review of the world's 
children in terms of health, 
education, survival, protection 
rod development, and forecasts 
pr os pec t s for a better life for 
children in the decade ahead. 

The report this year 
announces that the lives of over 
12 million children have been 
saved by tbe decade-long effort 
to immunise 80 per cent of die 

developing world's children. 

According to Me hr Khan, 


countries, sets out tbe nxinimnm 
standard for child protection, 
survival and development. 

In its review of the condition 
of children worldwide, the re- 
port focuses on the children of 
the poor and children firing 
Under difficult c i n* ii »m t« i v^« m 

the Third World. It also reviews 
the opportunities available for 
saving the fives of nriflions of 
children who die or are 
every year as a result of a 
ful of easily 


goals for the 1990s and proposes 


i nfor mation in New York, 


m 

which die media has played a 
vital part m almost every coun- 
try, has also prevented over 1.5 
mflban cases of paralytic po&o. 

This year's report is about 
goals set by the World Summit 
for Children, attended by more 
than 70 heads of state or govern- 
ment in New York, and bow 
they can be achieved by the year 
2000, Khan said in a message 
launch ing th e 1991 report. 

UNICEF Regional Director 
Richard Reid addresses a press 
c o nference Wednesday to re- 


ire met before the turn of tbe 


lunch Moo- 
would soon 
of a survey 


Reid told a 
day that 
publish 


in coope ra tion with tbe Health 
Ministry, on the effects of the 
Gulf crisis on children in the 
Kingdom in terms of beahh, 
nutrition and fixture prospects. 

He said the survey, which 
covered 500 households in 
Jordanian towns and re f u g ee 
c am ps in the urban, rural and 
baefa a regi ons, was conducted by 
UNICEF teams of workers re- 


nte 1991 re p ort is a valuable 
refer enc e document. In addition 
to its six chapters on conditions 
of children worldwide. It in- 
dudes the World Summit for 
children ’s declaration and plan 
of action on child survival, de- 
velopment and protetion, and 
tbe United Nations convention 
on the rights of the child. Tbe 
convention, which has already 
been ratified by more than 60 


The survey, be said, reveals 
very dist ur b in g facts about the 
actual situation con cer n in g the 


of income. 

Reid, who urged the media to 
focus attention on tbe plight of 
children, said the UNICEF plan- 
ned to prepare documentary 
films, to be showed in Western 
Nations, to draw attention to the 
plight of children in this part of 
the world. 


Jordanian women to 
board ‘Peace Ship 9 on 
its mission to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
and Palestinian women are ex- 
pected to board “The Peace 
Ship” with is heading for Iraq 
after docking at Aden in Yemen 
on Dec. 20, according to Dr. 
Aydah AI Najjar, head of the 
ship's information committee. 

Dr. Najjar, who was speaking 
upon her return to Amman, said 
that the ship, which set sail from 
Algeria, would take on milk and 
medicine from Yemeni children, 
to be added to the unspecified 
quantities of these commodities 
already on board. 

“At least 250 Arab women, 50 
foreign women from Austria, 
Japan, Italy, the United King- 
dom, Sweden, Spam, U.S. and 
France are making the trip 
aboard the Peace Slip,” Najjar 
added. 

She said that the ship, which 
started the voyage on Dec. 1, 
had been fitted with a closed 
radio rirenit providing informa- 
tional and cul rural material, and 
the women on board take part in 


seminars and toco to lectures 
on die Palestine issue and 
Gulf crisis. 

Ac cor din g to Dr. Najjar, 
peace ship stopped in Ti 
and Libya on its way to 
Sudan after crossing the 
fjanal last Saturday paying a 
of $150,000 to the Egyptian 


tbe 

isia 

Port 

oez 

toB 


She said that tbe toll c harg es 
as well as tbe milk and medicine 
donations come as gifts and con- 
tributions from Arab countries. 

A host of journalists of va- 
rious nationalities plus t hre e folk 
tro upes from Mauritania, Pales- 
tine and Algeria are accompany- 
ing the women on their peace 


Sbe said that the ship was 
scheduled to dock at Urn Qasr 
Port in Iraq towards the end of 


According to Dr. Najjar, 
some of the women joining the 
ship in Aden come from tbe the 
occupied Arab territories. 


VTC to train Jordanians for 
jobs performed by foreigners 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Ministry employment for tbe n u me rous 


Corporation (VTC) is plaiming 
to train people to do jobs now 
being tikm by 
in bakeries, * 
ready made clothing ind ustri e s , 
according to Awad Obaly, direc- 
tor of VTCi Training Depart- 


The VTC announced 
month that it had 
to provide 14,000 
and women with tranxmg 


m 


34 diffe re nt trades and profes- 
m the coming year, up 
10,000 last year, in a bid to 


He said that a survey con- 
ducted by the VTC had revealed 
that a very limited number c3f 
non- Jordanians was being em- 
ployed in the fields of electricity, 
auto-mechanics and wood work, 
for which VTC centres had been 
nnwing out a lot of skilled young 


It said that it was opening 


of Statistics announced Monday 
that it had coodncted a survey of 
the 


would turn its attention to train- 
ing people for jobs now taken by 


Obafi said that 70 men and 
women engineers working for 
the VTC bad conducted the sur- 
vey, which took one mouth to 
complete, and cove red a wide 
sector of 7,654 in du stries and 
various busi n esses in Jordan. 

He said that the aim of the 


the capital invested and 
number of people employed 
this sector. 

According to a department 

statement, a total of 11,600 


m the co unt r y , m os tly in tbe 
capita], employing altogether 
47,022 Jordanian and non- 
Jordanian workers. 

It said that tbe total capita ! 


mg programme was to try to find intimated a jd 216 mflKnn 

OIC urges implementation of U.N. 

resolutions on Palestinians 


JEDDAH (Petra) — The 
Jeddah-based Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) Tues- 
day called on the international 
co mm unity and the five perma- 
nent members of die United Na- 
tions Security Council to imple- 
ment the international resolu- 
tions, hunrimg the deportation of 
Palestinians from their home- 
land and called on them to exer- 
cise pressure on Israel to stop its 

oppressive practices against the 
Palestinian people. 

In a statement issued here, the 

OIC condemned the oppressive 

Israeli measures, including 


arrests and deportations of 


The statement said the de- 
portations most recently of four 


an impleme nt at i on of 
the hostile Israeli policy aimed az 
Judabtng die Palestinian land 
rod expelling its original papal*- 


Jordan marks Arab Police Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
Public Security Department Ma- 
jor General Fade! Ah Fheid 
Tuesday said die public security 
personnel are proud of His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
spares no effort in supporting 
the public security forces and 
enabling it to attain advanced 
stages, thus preparing it to be 
the “honest guard of Jordan's 
security and stability.” 

Addressing a group of jour- 
nalists attending a major 
celebration hcW by the Public 
Security Department to mark 
the Arab Police Day, Fheid said 
that foe PSD person n el were 
looking forward to seeing King 
Hussein’s efforts bridging the 
gap among the Arab ranks and 
bearing fruit. 


■Fheid said. 

Brigadier Nooreddm Khar, 
assistant director of tbe Public 
Security Department for Judicial 
Affairs, in a statement issued cm 
the occasion said a total of 
20,129 crimes of various types 
were oonunracd in Jordan in 
1989, registering 7.1 per cent 
increase over the previous year. 
He added that 1,254 crimes reg- 
istered last year were committed 
by non-Jordanians thing in the 


his duties in tbe various fields 
deserves tbe highest apprecia- 
tion from all of us,” Fheid said. 

He voiced hope that police- 
men and dozens alike will con- 
tinue to do their best to achieve 
stability and to safeguard order 
and law. 

“Never before had the rela- 
tion between tbe security men 
and dozens been based on doser 
cooperation, confidence and 
true feelings than it is now. 


s* 


“Despite the increase, crime 
rates in Jordan are within the 
reasonable margin, in contrast 
with international rates,” said 
Kheir in a s t at eme nt to mark 
the Arab Police Day 
anniversary. 

Brig. Mufid Mubaslat, who is 
assistant director of PSD for 
Traffic and Aliens Affairs, said 
dial Jordan last year witnessed a 
total of 18336 road accidents, 
registering an increase of 298 
accidents over tbe 1988 figures. 

A PSD study showed that 
most of last year’s accid en ts re- 
sulted from violations of traffic 
rules on the roads like wrong 
overtaking and speeding. 

Mubaslat said that the PSD’s 
traffic police this year faced a 
complicated and heavy task dur- 
ing the influx of evacuees in 


Jordan. But be said that there 
was dose cooperation among 
various police departments to 
help the evacuees’ transporta- 
tion, bousing rod water and food 
supply operations go smoothly. 

Referring to the drug issue. 
Brig. Tyrr-Hrim Tim said rirar 

although Jordan's central geog- 
raphical location serves as a 
ground for naffickfrtg drugs, 
there is a low rate of drug addicts 
in tbe country, estimated at 13 
persons for every 10,000 inhabi- 
tants. 

Zaza, who is assisunz director 
of PSD for Anti-Narcotics 
Affairs, said that his depart- 
ment, established in 1972, was 
now employing police hefacop- 
tera to monitor borders with 
neighbouring Arab states to pre- 
vent smuggling operations. 

The celebration included 
military exercises, games, 
honeridmg skills, music rod ex- 
ercises on the use of police dogs 
in detecting narcotics. 

At the end of the celebration 
Fheid presented awards to a 
number of r e t ir ed public security 
officers and to others who per- 
formed distinguished works. 
Fheid also hon our ed a number 
of citizens for their honesty and 
cooperation with the public 
security personnel. 


Iraqi Red Crescent head says his country 
does not have strategic supplies of medicine 


AMMAN (J.T.) i — Tbe c ur re n t 
embargo imposed on Iraq has 
caused the death erf hundreds of 
children mainly due to lack of 
medicine needed for their treat- 
ment, according co Dr. A m ccd 
Khaled Abdul Hamid, bead of 
the Iraqi National Red Crescent 
Society’s International Affairs. 

Addressing a press conference 
with Dr. Ahmad Abu Qoura, 
president of the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS), 
the Iraqi official said that Iraq 
did not possess a strategic supply 
of methanes; it used to import 
its drugs on annaal basis and to 

monthly. 


Since Aug. 2, be said, Iraq has 
received only $5 million worth of 
medicines when, as a rule, tbe 
co un t r y used to purchase $300 
million worth of drugs annually. 

He said rhat embargo on 
medicine contradicted the 1949 
convention and its protocols 
which ekdndes medicines des- 
to civilians from any sanc- 
on any country during 
peace or war. 

According to Dr. Abdul 
Hamid, the current embargo im- 
posed on Iraq led to a halt in 
programmes that used to pro- 
vide health protection in Iraq 
due to shortage of vaccines 
needed for immunisation prog- 
rammes. 

This, be said, has led to the 
spread of children’s diseases 
while lack of sufficient mOk for 
children has led to malnutrition 
leading to death in most cases. 

Iraq concluded deals for the 
of 164 shipments of 


milk and medicine. The Iraqi 
government has paid in full for 
the shipments before Aug. 2, but 
these shipments are still frozen 
as countries from which they are 
coming refuse to send them to 
Iraq although U.N. Security 
Council resolution 666 excludes 
medicine from sanctions, 
according to Dr. Abdul Hamid. 

He demanded that the world 
community reexamine tbe cur- 
rent embargo procedures and 
appealed to the countries de- 
laying the dispatch of milk and 
food to speed up defiveiy to 
prevent more people from 
dying. 

The head of the International 
Affairs De par t m ent at tbe Red 
Cross Society in the Nether- 
lands, who was present at tbe 
press conference, said that bis 
society had donated 16.5 tonnes 
of medicines to the Iraqi Red- 
Crescent -Society and the ship- 
ment would be channelled' to 
Iraq through JNRCS. Tbe Duteh 
official said he would bold talks 
with Dr. Abdul Hamid on coor- 
dinating humanitarian efforts for 
tbe Iraqi people. 

JNRCS President Ahmad 
Abu Qoura criticised the 
societies which be accused of 
being “biased” regarding huma- 


for the Iraqi people. 

Abu Qoura said that Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
societies are humanitarian 
groups which should be allowed 
to act freely and offer their 
services to mankind in a neutral 
manner. 

Abu Qoura announced that 


the Standing Committee of tbe 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies had decided to send 
methanes worth 150,000 Swiss 
francs to Iraq. 

In an earlier development 
Abu Qoura appealed to the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
and international humanitarian 
bodies to provide protection to 
the Palestinian people under 
Israeli rule. 

Abu Qoura, who is also presi- 
dent of the International Stand- 
ing Committee of the Red Cross 
and Red Cres c e nt , also said an 
Israeli decision to expel four 
Palestinian political activists was 
illegal. 

He issued tbe appeal for pro- 
tection to the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent move- 
ments, all international bodies 
and the U.N. Security Council. 

“Protection of these civilians 
is needed after all international 
humanitarian bodies and the 
Security Council have failed to 
fofee Israel to accept tbe Fourth 
Geneva Convention,” Abu 
Qoura said. 

He said the move to expel the 
four Palestinians from the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip violated the 
convention, which deals with 
treatment of civilians during 
wartime or under occupation. 

Israel, invoking its deporta- 
tion policy for tbe first time in 16 
months; said last Saturday it 
would expel four Palestinians 
because they belong to the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist movement 
Hamas, a 'key player in the 
three-year-old Palestinian up- 
rising. 


IPPNW leaves Amman for 
Baghdad on peace mission 


AMMAN (J.T.) —A 
representing the International 
Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nodear War (IPPNW), current- 
ly on a visit to Jordan, leaves for 
ftaghrtwH Wednesday on a peace 
mission during which they are 
expected to meet with Iraqi 
President Saddam H ossein and 
the Iraqi Medical Association. 

Addressing some 180 mem- 
bers of the Jordanian medical 
community during a meeting 
held at the Professional Associa- 
tion Complex Tuesday, Bernard 
Lown, co-president and founder' 
of tbe IPPNW, said their peace 
missions aimed at sharing in- 
formation on tbe devastating 
medical consequences which 
would result if war broke out 
and at promoting a peaceful 
solution to tbe Golf crisis as “the 
only viable alternative to mas- 
sive and unp recedented suffer- 
mg. 

He described tbe medical and 


environmental consequences 
that would affect tbe entire re- 
gion and the whole world if war 
broke out in the region. He 
informed the audience on the 
history of tbe IPPNW and on 
bow doctors fro m the Soviet 
Union and the United States had 
built a new movement and 
formulated a new manner of 
thinking that were guiding 
world leaders az tbe height of the 
cold 


“This new manner of thinking 
must be widely promoted in the 
Middle East rod in the West if 
we are to avert a catastrophic 
war that wDI have civilians and 
children as the majority of 
casualties should war break 
out,” Lown said. ( 

Lown is accompanied by tbe 
IPPNW Vice President in 
Euro pe Ulrich Goostem, tbe 
IPPN W Secretary John Pastorc, 
IPPNW leader and m e mb er of 


the Congress of Peoples' De- 
puties in tbe Soviet Union Sergei 
Kohsnikov and William Mon- 
ning, an attorney and executive 
director of IPPNW from Boston, 
VS. 

Tbe delegation is being hosted 
by the Jordanian Physicians for 
the Prevention of Nuclear War 
(JPPNW) which is headed by 
Dr. Nabih Muammar. 

Monday tbe delegation mem- 
bers were received by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem and 
by Deputy Regional Director of 
the United Nati ons Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) Nigel Fisher. 

In addition to conveying a 
peace message, the delegation is 

compiling information on the 

capacity of the medical establish- 
ments in the region to handle the 
anticipated high numbers of 
casualties and burn victims in tbe 
event of war. 


Tbe statement called for pro- 
viding protection for the Palesti- 
nian people living under tile 


ing them to enjoy their legiti- 
mate 


ESCWA helps Jordan’s 
National Population Council 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Re- 
gional Office of the Economic 
and Social Commission of West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA), now in Am- 
man following its move from 
Ba g hdad, is mending technical 
assistance to tbe Jordanian 
National Population Council in 
developing a number of pro- 
jects, according to ESCWA 
Secretary General Tayseer 

Abdul Jtbet. 1 

The U.N. officials said experts 
from the offioe were helping in a 

number of projects being carried 

out in Oman, Yemen and 


environment in cooperation with 
the United Nations Environ- 
ment Progr a mme (UNEP) and 
the Jordanian government. 

The project sriD serve as a case 
study, and aims at determining 

how the environmental factors 
can be incorporated in the de- 
velopment plans being im- 
plemented in Jordan. 

Areas to be examined in the 


ject include industry, agriculture 

and water pollution. 

In Oman an ESCWA expert 


is assisting the Health and Tele- 
communication ministries in 
data processing and is making 
proposals for improving per- 
formance of workers. 

In Yemen an expen from tbe 

commission is maaering [q de- 
velopment of scientific and tech- 
nical capacities of and 

Aden Universities. 

In Egypt an expert is helping 
a study ,imwl at upgrading 


la Jordan, ESCWA win carry 
out a project aimed al protecting 


cfRmdl tn tmfignwiringftn 

mem of studies on alternative 
energy sources. Another expect 


and telecommunication sector, 
and in Bahrain an expert will be 

provided in respon s e to a re- 
quest by the government to 
aaistm p reparin g new staticriwq 

tables on gross national product 
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Peace’s the answer 


MUCH HOPE has been pinned on the proposed U.S.-Iraqi 
tulles at a time when Washington intended to use such talks 
just to deliver an ultima turn to Baghdad: Withdraw from 
Kuwait unconditionally or face war. Since the object of the 
dialogue, according to Washington, h simply to serve 
Baghdad with the U.N. Security Council Resolution 678, 
one wonders why the U.S. took it upon itself to act on behalf 
of the council without any specific mandate from it. In this 
context it would be more prudent to have other members of 
the council involved in such limited discussions which also 
include the non-permanent members if this is the sole 
purpose of them. Paris, Moscow, Sanaa, Bogota and other 
capitals represented in the council are equally involved in 
the process of serving the sentence on Iraq if that is all that is 
intended in the envisaged Washington-Baghdad contacts. 
The case would be of coarse different If U.S. President 
George Bash seeks to engage Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein in gen nine and profound dialogue. There is no 
doubt that the ongoing difficulty associated with arranging 
meetings between the two sides stems primarily from the 
fact that Washington is knocking at Baghdad's door with 
threats and bellicose statements that aim to preempt the 
results of the projected talks . Had the White House 
abstained from ottering belligerent declarations on the eve 
of the Bush- Aziz talks and instead made conciliatory 
statements, the issue of dete rmining the date for the visit of 
the U.S. secretary of state to Baghdad would have never 
posed a problem in the first place. In the light of the 
complications that ensued, however, It is imperative that the 
other members of the council, notably the permanent ones, 
intervene immediately and offer their good offices with a 
view to arrive at an acceptable date for the potentially 
promising talks. No one wishes to lecture the council on bow 
•to approach its dialogue with Iraq bat it would be wise to 
caution agains t embarking with threats and warning. 
Such approaches have gottcof^K world nowhere thus Ear 
and it is hi gh time that th^EntSeraational community — 
especially the superpowers — adopted a more imaginative 
attitude towards Iraq. Short of war, which one gathers the 
entire human race would rather not resort to, the only 
alternative left to dislodge Iraq from Kuwait peacefully is to 
engage it into meaningful negotiations on the basis of the 12 
resolutions and by acting and talking in a more conciliatory 
manner. It is perplexing that other permanent members of 
the Security Council are taking a back seat on the matter 
and have left the responsibility to Washington to get Iraq 
into a talking mood. There is no excuse for the other capitals 
to act as mere spectators when the stakes are so high and 
Ear-reaching. This is not time for low profile diplomacy and 
the rest of the countries with sufficient clout with Iraq and 
the other major players in the Gulf crisis are called upon to 
pitch in their efforts in order to save the region from 
disastrous consequences. The Jan. 15 deadline prescribed 
by the council b not so sacrosanct that it cannot be extended 
should there be signs that a peaceful way out b in the 
horizon. Once the process of peace gains a foothold, there 
will be op port u nity for everyone to get satisfactory results 
from it. War will be in nobody’s interest. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Ra'i daily Tuesday quoted a former American Defence 
Secretary Zbignew Brezenski as urging the U.S. administration to 
refrain from involving the United States in a devastating war 
which could only offer st. ■ *o others. The paper said that one 
of these countries is Kuwait or rather the ousted emir and his 
family who are advocating war and urging the United States to 
help him to return to power. The paper said that Israel has a gieat 
interest in such a war in which it hopes that the Iraqi military 
power will be destroyed. There have been voices in the United 
States like that of Defence Secretary Dick Cheney who were 
calling for the destruction of Iraq’s military power which Cheney 
said that posed a threat to Israel, the paper noted. Of course the 
Zionist lobby in the United States spares no moment and loses no 
chance in instigating the U.S. administration to beat the drum s of 
war and not to accept the idea of settling the Gulf crisis by a peace- 
ful means, the paper noted. It said that for its part. Britain also 
wants a war to see the old regime reinstated in view of the vast 
funds it has deposited in British banks and businesses. The papeT 
said that Britain, Israel and the emir of Kuwait are not concerned 
in the least about what would happen to the Gulf region, its 
people, and its economy in the event of war breaking out. All they 
want to achieve, the paper said, is their own selfish interest. It 
called on the U.S. administration to opt for reasoo and for logic 
and not to go into war for which only the American people will 
pay dearly. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily bitteily criticises Yaqoub Ziadin, the 
secretary general of the Jordanian Communist Party for his 
anti-Arab views published on Nov. 30 in the Al Khaleej 
newspaper, and says that these views provoke indignation, sadness 
and anger in the hearts of the Arab people, fabed Al Fanefc refers 
to a number ot points in Ziadin’s statements especially his 
condemnation of Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait, thus choosing to 
stand against the general political trend in Jordan. In his 
statement Ziadin compares Iraq with Israel, alleging that the Iraqi 
troops looted Kuwaiti hospitals and schools, and that the take 
over of Kuwait was a good service for the Americans and their 
interests in the Gulf. Furthermore, says the writer, the head of the 
Communist Party refuses to link the Gulf crisis with the Palestine 
problem, thus supporting the views of the Americans, the Israelis 
and their allies in the region. Ziadin reveals that Arab Communist 
parties met in Damascus shortly after Iraq's takeover of Kuwait 
and denounced the move, as if he is boasting of such an attitude 
on (be pan of the Communists, says the 'writer. What is more, be 
adds, Ziadm attacked Jordanian newspaper columnists who 
maintain a campaign against the presence of 
foreign forces in the Gulf, according to Fanek. 


Former U.S. officials urge 
peaceful resolution in Gulf 


WASHINGTON — Richard 
Murphy, former assistant 
secretary of state for North 
Africa, Near East and South 
Asia affairs and ambassador to 
Syria and Saudi Arabia, said 
Dec. 17 that a war in the 
Middle East would inevitably 
result in “negative although 
unpredictable consequences” 
for American interests in the 
region. 

Murphy made his assess- 
ment during a hearing before 
the House of Representatives 

Armed Services Committee, 
which also heard testimony 
from Hermann Eilts, former 
U.S. ambassador to Saudi Ara- 
bia and Egypt , and Samuel 
Lewis, former U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Israel. 

Noting that his own “strong 
preference” would be a peace- 
ful resolution of the current 
crisis, Murphy acknowledged 
that if Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein “is determined never 
to pull his forces out of all of 
Kuwait, then the prospects for 
armed conflict... are indeed 
high” 

Murphy said that while milit- 
ary action would be greeted 
with an “immediate sigh of 
relief from Kuwait, from 
most members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council and from 
Israel, the long-term consequ- 
ences would be complicated. 


He warned that the regional 
balance of power would shift. 
Iran “would ipso facto become 
more powerful regionally.” 
Syria would be in danger of 
experiencing internal dissent, 
and any military participation 
on the part of Israel “could 
create substantial chaos in Jor- 
dan,” Morphy said. 

Another possible consequ- 
ence would be a strengthening 
of anti-U.S. sentiments within 
the Arab Worid. “If we des- 
troy the Iraqi military 

machine... (and) the Arab- 
Israeli problem continues to 
fester,” the United States 
would be open to the “inevit- 
able allegation that our war 
against Iraq was at the behest 
of Israel.” The reactivation of 
the Arab-Israeli peace process 
is thus essential, Murphy said. 

He told the panel that even 
if the crisis is resolved peace- 
fully, a United Nations 
peacekeeping force “should 
definitely be considered as part 
of the package of arrange- 
ments to contain Iraq and pre- 
serve the peace.” 

Similarly. Hermann Eilts 
said the idea of a long-term 
U.S. military presence in the- 
region was unwise, and that 
any foreign “protection” forces, 
could more easily be main- 
tained under the umbrella of 
the United Nations or the 


Arab League. Eilts also 
cautioned against what he cal- 
led exaggerated expectations 
of postexisis changes in the 
Arab World.” He noted that 
there is “an endemic stasis in 
much of the Middle East area” 
and that the regional and per- 
sonality differences that have 
hampered real Arab coopera- 
tion will continue. Those dif- 
ferences, he said, “have been 
and remain endemic.” At the 


Gomez 

solved, it would be advisable to 
install some kind of “military 
containment structure,” poss- 
ibly in Kuwait. In his view, 
however, such a force ought to 
include the United States. 

Lewis said the worst possible 
outcome of present crisis 
would be a long, protracted 
war. He stressed, however, 
that the “next worse” scenario 
would be a diplomatic solution 
that Saddam Hnssein could de- 


‘Murphy said that while military action 
would be greeted with an “immediate sigh 
of relief” from Kuwait, from most mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation Council and 
from Israel, the long-term consequences 
would be complicated . 9 


same time, he said that in the 
aftermath of armed conflict, it 
would be necessary to ensure 
that Iraq preserves some of its 
military capability in order to 
maintain a balance between 
Iraq and Syria. A severely 
weakened Iraq, Eilts said, 
could lead Iran to invade Iraq’s 
southern region. 

Samnel Lewis agreed with 
Eilts and Murphy that regard- 
less of how the crisis is re- 


pict as a victory. 

Such an outcome would be 
“disastrous for the United 
States and the West," Lewis 
told the panel. Not only would 
U.S. allies in the region drift 
towards Saddam Hussein, but 
it would severely affect plans 
for a major post-Cold War 
realignment. “This crisis is not 
just about the Gulf... it is 
important for the prospect of 
moving towards... a new inter- 


national order," he said. 

Nevertheless, Lewis said, he 
rtimltt there is a “good chance” 

* of forcing Iraq's withdrawal 
fr o m Kuwait by maintaining 
the international embargo, and 
backing it up with a “credible 
threat" of nuKtaiy action. He . 
said he would be in favour of 
waiting until autumn of 1991 to 
let the sanctions take effect. 
Lewis added that Congress 
“can the possibility that 

Saddam Hussein gets the right 
message” by passing a resolu- 
tion authorising the use of 
force against Iraq. 

Committee Chairman Les 
Asptn, responding that law- 
makers are overwhelmingly 
opposed to giving Bush “a 
blank check to use force,” said 
that Congress would vote 
“only when the president com- 
es up with specific plan." 

Asked by Republican Bill 
Dickinson about the prospects . 
for an internal overthrow of / 
Saddam Hnssein, Eilts pointed 
out that although there axe! 
several known Iraqi diss i den t \ 
groups, ‘Tm not at all impress- 
ed that they have any fol- 
lowing.” 

Similarly, Murphy said the 
“cult of personality” is so 
strong in Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq that no other potential 
leaders have bad the chance to 
develop. 


AD three former officials 
agreed that even if Saddam 
Hussein were to withdraw Us 
forces from Kuwait, it would 
be necessary to maintain foe 
ffwrtirtfB agains t trim to force 
foe dismantling of bis chemic- 
al, biological and nuclear 
weapons programmes, and to 
diminish his conventional 


However, Lewis suggested 
that it might be possible to 
rn pfntam only the arms embar- 
go. He said he was very scep- 
tical about the possibility of 
maintaining a total embargo 
against Iraq, particularly of its 
cdL 

Representative Patricia 
Schroeder, a Democrat from 
Colorado, expressed dismay 
that other Arab states were not 
more forthcoming with their 
own troops. 

Eilts suggested that one 
reason for their unwillingness 
to commit more troops may be 
the fact that Arabs ‘‘remain 
very disunited” even during 
this crisis. “There is a wide- 
spread Arab view,” he said, 
“that foe Kuwaitis got what 
they deserved.” 

Murphy and Lewis agreed 
that Arab states should have 
assumed a greater role in the 
military deployment. “The 
coalition,” said Lewis, “is im- 
portant, but thin.” (USIS). 


Searching for peace 
is ‘not that easy’ 




United States of Europe 
remains a distant dream 


By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

TUNIS — The search for an 
“Arab solution” to the Gulf 
crisis, as favoured by Iraq and its 
sympathisers, has suffered a 
possibly mortal blow in foe re- 
sponse to a peace mission by 
Algerian President ChadH Ben- 
jedid. 

Chadli's visits to Jordan, Iraq, 
Iran, Oman, Syria, Lebanon and 
to Egypt had raised hopes 
among Iraq's friends that Arab 
diplomacy mi gh t avert a military 
showdown between Iraq and the 
United States over foe Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Iraq, Jordan, Yemen, Sudan. 
T unisia and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
have said the problem of 
Kuwait is wholly Arab and 
should be settled without in- 
tervention from U.S. and other 
Western forces sent to die Gulf 
since August. 

But in Damascus on Sunday. 
Cbadli and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad said they recog- 
nised that the possibility of a 
wholly Arab solution had faded. 

They said they wanted a 
“peaceful settlement through 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
and the restoration of the 
Kuwait government.” The Un- 
ited States and its allies, through 
a series of U.N. resolutions, 
have set the same terms for a 
solution. 


Algeria, with long experience 
of mediating in Arab disputes 
and widely seen as the Arab 
state most likely to pull off a 
diplomatic coup in the Gulf, had 
already played down Chadlfs 
mission, apparently to prevent 
unrealistic expectations. 

“At this moment, there is 
□either an initiative nor an Alge- 
rian plan (for foe Gulf) and foe 
sole Algerian objective is to 
strengthen... any peace pro- 
cess,” foe state news agency 
APS said on Saturday night. 


would also deeply upset the 
Algerians, who prick themselves 
on their neutrality and their easy 
•access to all Arab leaders. 

One reporter travelling with 
President Chadb said Saudi Ara- 
bia had lost its ability to decide 
independently in favour of dia- 
logue with other Arabs because 
of the presence of U.S. troops 
and a Kuwaiti gpvenuneht-m- 


The Kuwaiti gov ernm ent be- 
lieves an Arab solution would 
end up as a compromise rewar- 


‘Chadli’s mission, despite its 
modest objectives, is the boldest 
by an Arab leader since King Hus- 
sein of Jordan toured the Arab 
Worid in the early days of the cri- 


quotmg authorised sources. 

Saudi Arabia, c e n t ra l to the 
conflict as the main launctaing- 
pad for any U.S. attack on Iraq 
after a United Nations deadline 
for withdrawal from Kuwait by 
Jan. 15, says no date has been 
set for any visit by Cbadli to the 
kingdom. 

Arab diplomats said that un- 
less Saadi Arabia agreed to re- 
ceive him it was bard to see bow, 
be could set in motion the Arab-! 
Arab dialogue which Iraq’s) 
friends are hoping for. 

A definitive Saudi rebuff 


ding Iraq for its invasion, either 
by ceding Kuwaiti territory or 
installing pro-Iraqi rulers. 

Chadli's mission, despite its 
modest objectives, is the boldest 
by an Arab leader since His 
Majesty King Hussein of Jordan 
toured foe Arab World in foe 
early days of the crisis. 

Since then both Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev and 
King Hassan of Morocco have 
proposed Arab summits to 
avert war. 

Their proposals have fallen 
on stony ground because the two 


Arab camps — Iraq on one side, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the 
small Gulf states on the other — 
set incompatible conditions for a 
successful meeting. 

Iraq says the summit should 
undo the work of the Cairo 
summit on Aug. 10 which conde- 
mned the invasion of Kuwait and 
called for unconditional with- 
drawal. The anti-Iraqi group 
says any Arab solution most be 

based on the Cairo decisions. 

■ ■ 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi also tried and failed to 
bring Iraqi President Saddam 
Hnssein and King Fabd of Saudi 
Arabia together for peace talks. 

The PLO, the most vociferous 
advocate of an Arab summit, has 
, announced a series of mediation 
plans but it has fittie contact with 
the Gulf states because of its 
association with the Iraqi posi- 
tion. 

Arab newspapers, especially 
in pro-Iraqi countries, repeated-' 
ly speculate that intermediaries 
are trying to arrange meetings at 
a lower level between foe main- 
Arab protagonists. 

But foe pro-Kuwait coalition 
remains sceptical of the value of 
meetings unless Iraq promises to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

“There's a tendency for Iraq's 
friends to get carried away with 
wishful thinking, to imagine that 
all you have to do is bring people 
together and talk it out. It’s not 
that easy,” said and Arab 
ambassador is Tuns. 


By Andres Woiberg-Stok 
Reuter 

m 

ROMA — Twenty-three after its 
birth in Rome, the European 
Community has embarked on its 
most ambitious shake-up ever — 
but a United States of Europe 
remains only a distant vision. 

“It is evident that this is just a 
first step,” Italian Foreign Minis- 
ter Gianni de Mkhelis said after 
the 12 community leaders 
opened months of negotiations 
on Saturday to broaden foe EC 
treaty to a host of new a reas ... 

Two Inter-governmental Con-* 
ferences.(IGCS) launched by fog* 
EC summit could produce some 
of foe trappings of a federal 
structure by the end of the cen- 
tury. 

If all agree, this could include 
a single currency, an indepedent 
central bank, foe equivalent of a 
foreign ministry, an embryo de- 
fence role and European 
citizenship in foe single market 
for goods, services and capital 
which is due to be in place by 
1993. 

This may fall far short of the 
federalists' dream of a United 
States of Europe as espoused by 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, but it would be a long way 
from foe community’s shape at 
birth as a six-country trading 
bloc in 1957. 

As shown at the summit, foe 
12 member states already act as 
one in many aspects of foreign 
policy. 

They agreed to provide 
emergency aid for the Soviet 
Union, warned Iraq to withdraw 


from Kuwait, lifted a joint ban 
on new investments in Sonth 
Africa, pledged further assist^ 
ance for Lebanon, criticised f 
Israel's treatment of Palesti- 
nians, called for new links with 
Latin America and deplored 
stalemate in talks to shape world 
trade in the 21st century. 

One of foe aims , of foe IGC on 
so-called political union is to 
develop a common foreign and 
secority policy which, while let- 
ting member states take indi- 
vidual action in fields where they 
have traditional interests, would 
make the 'bloc itself Speak with 
one voice. . 

One of the most debated 
points in the summit was 
whether foreign and security 
matters should be decided by 
unanimity, as is now the case, or 
by a majority, an Italian spokes- 
man said. 

The IGC guidelines set at the | 
summit say broad directions ] 
should be drafted by consensus. ! 
but that specific policies should 
then be decided by a qualified j 
majority, which weighs coun-J 
tries' votes according to then% 


Despite the objections of 
smaller members who fear poli- 
tical dominance by big neigh- 
bours, foe decision-making core 
for foreign and security policy 
will be the European council 
made up oF foe EC leaders. 

The defence role, summit 
guidelines say, could emeige 
gradually but should respect and 
even strengthen existing links in 
the 16-country U.S.-led Western 
military body, NATO. 


Islamist strength in Algeria 
is undermined by division 


By Philip Sbehadi 

Reuter 

ALGIERS — The creation of 
a moderate fundamentalist 
party in Algeria has deepened 
splits in the powerful Islamic 
movement as it gears op for 


Only days before another 
young religious leader in foe 
eastern city of Constantine, 
Sheikh Abdullah DjabaHah, 
won legal status for a third 
major fundamentalist party, 
the Islamic Renaissance Movc- 



ques which we hope will mod- 
erate the (FIS) radicals,” 
Boostimaxti told Renters. 

Nabnah’s appeal for a more 
gradual approach to the con- 
struction of an Islamic state. 


The Movement for Islamic 
Society, known by its Arabic 
initiate Hamas, is reshaping 

Algeria’s political landscape 
months before the first multi- 
party parliamentary poQ since 
independence in 1962. 

Hamas, taking the same 
acronym as the underground 
g r oup involved in the revolt 
against Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Scrip, 
is courting both liberals and 
disenchanted backers of the 
dominant Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) that woo an upset 
victory in local elections last 
June. 

Its 48-year-old leader. 
Sheikh Mahfoud Nahnab. 
drew more than 15,000 people 
to a rally on Dec. 6 when be 
announced the formation of 
Hamas, an outgrowth of his 
Inhad Wal Islab (Orientation 
and Reform) Association, 
founded in 1968. 


Some analysts say the ftm- 


to unite eventually and their 
omhipljcatioD will only help 
them win power by expanding 
their appeal and offering new 
fundamentalist options to 
those unhappy with the FIS. 

Bat another scenario is 
alarming members of all three 
camps — the possibility that 
divisions may deepend, 
alienating voters and even 
leading to bloody conflict. 

FIS President Abbari Mada- 
ra has Nahnah's initia- 

tive a “stab in the back’* and 
many FIS activists are con- 
vinced Nahnah, given wide and 
largely favourable cov era g e in 
the state media, is part of a 
government plot to divide 
them. 

“People may say that if the 
Islamists are now fighting 
among themselves what wiO 
they do when they reach pow- 
er 7 But indications are we have 


crane change and bid to woo 
liberals now outside file Isla- 
mic movement have already 
won a wide following. 

“We must not fall into the 
same trap as we did during 27 
years of one-party rule,” said 


insisting it will fight its elector- 
al battle alone. 

_ BousHmam .■ said he con- 
tinued to hope an affianc e 
could be sealed with the FIS 
but in the meantime Hamas 
would explore other possible 

alliances with independents 
and pro-democracy parties that 

have mushroomed in the new 




_ “A diversity of p^. 

tics gives everyone a chance to 
identify with a party... foe 
common goal is to r e tur n this 
nation to Islam, but foe means 
to achieve that goal may 


not 


said Mohamed Bonstimani, 
vice-president of the Inhad 


also took him totukontiidea 
mosque in Algiers a few days 


Nahnah was pummelled with 
shoes — a supreme Muslim 
insult — after a prayer meeting 
last week in foe central city of 
Medea by FIS supporters who 


“Some youths cannot accept 
differences of opinion. They 
see ns standing against foe 
expansion of the FIS which is 
wrong. Bat there have been 
calb for unity from many mot- 


Bousfimani said his group 
pbmnod a joint meeting with, 
liberals d the end of January 
or e arly February in a bid to 
cast foe Islamic net wider. 

"Dns approach is anathema 
to FIS radicals who comid 5 
5J»»etves engaged in a jihad 
(“ly war) against non-be- 


The FIS has rebuffed 
s appeal for an Mbwha 
a ffiance with common candi- 
dates in next year’s elections. 


“We believe in moderation, 
in dialogue. That was the 
approach of the Prophet 
(Mohammad). There arc 
democrats dose to the Mamie 
doctrine. There axe coauncn 
denominators. In politics one 
should play with several canfc, 
not jnst one.” 

The FES won four m SHOP 
votes last June but it has been 
hurt by its failure to mike 
headway in ove r c o mi ng fr 
tractable .local problems in ti* 
hundreds of towns and dries ft 
now runs. 

Bousfimam said some over- 
zealous FIS mayors had mads 
mistakes, r ushing too fast to 
implement Tgiamie moral p dsr- 
czples and «***"»g the wrong 
priorities. Bat he said Hamas 
shared the FIS goal of brings 
Algerian life and culture mto 
fine with Tclumie V&II1C& ■ 
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Crown Prince 

(Continued from page 1) 

confrontational course. 

“I don’t think James Baker 
has any objection to the Iraqis 
talking to the Europeans but 
what are they going to talk ab- 
out? Td like to see those talks 
take place. And two things; yes, 
there is a readiness effectively to 
address that issue and if the 
Palestine issue can be addressed 
on its own merits then at least we 
can talk round that question of 
the inter-relation between the 
two issues." 

In reply to a question how 
dose tihe region was to war, the 
CTown Prince said: 

“We are talking about the 
possibility of famine in many 
parts of the wider Middle East 
region. We are talkin g about 
economic and ecological disaster 
and although the international 
community has just concluded a 
conventional force reduction 
agreement we cannot talk about 
even that, let alone weapons of 
mass destruction as part of a 
process. 

“U.N. resolutions do not talk 
about attacking Iraq. They talk 
about getting Iraq out of 
Kuwait. And that is what we 
would like to see. We’d like to 
see a process start. We have no 
room for optimism as things 

stand.” 

* 

What role would Jordan play 
in the event of a war, be said: 

“We were told by CIA (Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency) Direc- 
tor (William) Webster and by 
General (Norman) Schwarzkopf 
(the commander of the U.S. 
force in Saudi Arabia) that the 
war would last anything up to six 
months, it would be a long 
and protracted bloody affair. 
Jordan of course wQl be sub- 
jected demographically to a 
movement of more than a mil- 
lion evacuees from the Gulf. 
God knows what is going to 
happen in the occupied territor- 
ies, and whether in some stage 
Israel may be involved. Our role 
will be on the receiving end of a 
great deal of devastation both in 
human terms and indeed in 
weapon terms. 

“Jordan will stand up for its 
sovereignty and defend itself.” 

Budget 

(Couthreed from page 1) 

They also called for the 
issuance of interest-free Islamic 
bonds, the provision of financial 
facilities for Islamic banks^tbe 
extension of more loans to far- 
mers, the enactment of a zakat 
(aim) law and negotiations with' 
Arab and Islamic financial in- 
stitutions to urge them to invest 
in the country. Yousef Khasaw- 
neh, a deputy from Irbid. pre- 
sented the Brotherhood’s posi- 
tion to the House. 

Citing the Financial Commit- 
tee’s report that put the King- 
dom's servicing of debts at 38.9 
per cent of total exports, the 
Brotherhood called for halting 
borrowing from abroad and the 
commencement of the building 
of an Islamic economy. 

They urged the government to 
include autonomous government 
institutions' budget in the main 
budget in accordance to the 
Constitution that stipulates that 
all public expenditure should be 
approved by Parliament. 

The Brotherhood reviewed all 
fields of government activity and 
urged the government to enact 
reforms based on Islamic Sharia. 

Going along with the Finance 
Committee’s recommendations, 
the Brotherhood called for in- 
creasing the numerical strength 


of the Armed Forces with 
“young people who believe in 
God and are ready to sacrifice 
and who long for martyrdom.” 

Reading a statement on behalf 
of the 13-member National Bloc, 
Deputy Suleiman Arar (Ma’an) 
noted that the 1991 budget com- 
es at a time when Jordan and the 
whole region are entering into a 
crucial phase. 

“In light of these circumst- 
ances, there is no way for ns but 
to depend on our own resources 
to get out of the crisis,” he said. 

The bloc stressed that Jordan, 
which has only limited re- 
sources, should not burden its 
budget with extra commitments. 

The bloc also called for re- 
forms in the fields of agriculture, 
public administration, industry 
and employment. 

They called on the govern- 
ment to allow public sharehold- 
ing companies to allocate 10 per 
cent of their profits to be in- 
vested in new projects. 

They also called for army con- 
scripts to be trained for sax 
months only after which they 
should be employed in Jorda- 
nian institutions for reduced 


Deputy Fuad Khalafat, a 
Brotherhood deputy from Tafi- 
Lah, earlier listed a number of 
alleged violations by Jordan 
Television and Radio. He said 
that spending at JTV and Jordan 
Radio was unconstitutional be- 
cause it did not fall under the 
control of the Ministry of Fi- 
nance and the Audit Bureau. 

He cited a number of cases in 
which he said official media in- 
stitutions violated the laws. 
These included the employment 
by the Jordan News Agency 
(Petra) of foreign nationals to 
edit its news bulletins. 

Khalafat criticised the Jordan 
Information Bureau in Washing- 
ton that he said costs JD 180,000 
annually. The bureau, he said, is 
“run by a computer engineer,” 
one-time Jordan Times col- 
umnist Dr. Marwan Ai 
Muasher. 

Iraqi stand 

(Continued from page 1) 

Baker said earlier Tuesday he 
had no problem with a European 
meeting with Aziz. 

Baker, speaking at a news 
conference after a two-day meet- 
ing of foreign ministers of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) in Belgium, said: 
“We support... any diplomatic 
efforts that might result in a 
peaceful solution.'’ 

“The one thing. we do discour- 
age are discordant messages, 
mixed messages or mixed sig- 
nals,” he said. 

The Bush- Aziz talks were 
scrubbed over differences on the 
timing of a subsequent trip to 
Baghdad by Baker. 

Saddam has sought to bold the 
meeting Jan. 12, which Bush 
says is too close to the U.N. 
deadline for Iraq to quit Kuwait 
or face possible military action. 
Bush has said Iraq’s position on 
the issue signals its lack of wil- 
lingness to leave Kuwait as the 
coalition lined up against it in- 


Baker said he thin ks Iraq 
might announce a partial pullout 
just before the Jan. IS deadline 
contained in the U.N. resolu- 
tion. 

“We need to anticipate Sad- 
dam’s possible moves, be pre- 
pared for a partial withdrawal 
ploy and coordinate closely our 
responses," Baker said. 

Some officials have said Iraq is 
willing to abandon part of 
Kuwait in return for the Kuwaiti 
section of a border-straddling oil 


field and two uninhabited iyta nds 
in tiie Gulf that would improve 
Iraq's access to the waterway for 
its oil exports. 

In his comments to Turkish 
television, Saddam said: “We do 
not go to the United States to get 
directives from them. If Bush is 
to repeat the U.N. resolutions to-' 
ns, then there’s no point in our 
going there.” 

“Any Iraqi concession on 
Kuwait is out of the question 
before Palestinian problem is 
solved. The Kuwait issue should 
be forgotten till the Palestinian 
issue is solved. 

“Those calling for respect to 
international law and U.N. deci- 
sion should, without double- 
standards, first respect this 
(Palestinian) problem which has 
been left pending for 23 years,” 
Saddam said. 

S ad da m urged Turkey to press 
Washington for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Gulf crisis. 

16 wounded 

(C o ntinued from page 1) 

it going ahead with the latest 
decision. 

Earlier Tuesday, the council 
again postponed voting on a 
resolution aimed at protecting 
Palestinians in the occupied ter- 
ritories and deploring the plan- 
ned expulsions of the four Gaza 
Strip residents. 

Earlier Tuesday the Security 
Council postponed for at least 
die seventh time a vote on a 
proposed resolution deploring 
Israel’s expulsion of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

The United States, which has 
threatened to veto any resolu- 
tion linking the Palestinians to a 
Middle East conference or 
assailing Israel too harshly, 
agreed to support a proposal 
carefully criticising it ally. 

After hours of consultation 
that lasted into early Tuesday, 
the next meeting was scheduled 
for 1530 GMT Wednesday but 
no one was sure if the vote, 
delayed for two weeks, would 
take place. 

The main stumbling block was 
a reference to a Middle East 
peace conference which Israel 
rejects. Washington also 
opposes it as a concession to Iraq 
which has demanded 'any Gulf 
crisis solution be linked to en- 
ding the Arab-IsraeH conflict. 

But diplomats reported tenta- 
tive agreement between the Un- 
ited States and the resolution’s 
original sponsors — Colombia, 
Cuba, Malaysia and Yemen — 
to include the conference in a 
non-binding, presidential state- 
ment along with a reference te it 
in the resolution. ' 

They said the co-sponsors 
were still resisting a U.S. prop- 
osal the presidential statement 
explicitly deny any linkage be- 
tween the Palestinian issue and 
the Golf crisis. 

Should no compromise be 
reached, diplomats said the co- 
sponsors might press for a vote 
on their draft, which Washing- 
ton is likely to veto. 

The United States is anxious 
not to use its veto for fear of 
alienating the Arab members of 
the affiance it has fashioned to 
confront Iraq. 

Council President Abdullah 
Saleh Al Ashtal told reporters 
he was not certain which of 
several amended resolutions 
might be put to a vote Wednes- 
day. He said he did not know 
whether various Western and 
non-aligned drafts could be re- 
conciled. 

Israel’s latest expulsion order 
against Palestinians has fuelled 
efforts in the Security Council to 
enhance the safety of Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 


Panama 
struggles for 
democracy 

and econo mic 

■ * 

■ 

recovery 


By Alina Guerrero 

The Associated Press 


PANAMA CITY, Panama — A 
year after the U.S. invasion, 
Panama is struggling to achieve 
democracy, a fair justice system 
and economic stability. 

Demilitarisation is an impor- 
tant element in all three. Early 
in December, retired CoL Eduardo 
Herrera mounted what appeared to 
be a coup attempt with only a hand- 
ful of officers, and the govern- 
ment asked American troops to 
help qnell it. 

Physical signs of the Dec. 20 
invasion are gone but much re- 
mains to be done. There are 
indications of civilian impatience 
and of discontent in the security 
forces. 

A recent poll by the newspap- 
er La Prensa found that the 
□umber of people who thought 
the government was promoting 
true democracy had dwindled — 
only 29 per cent of those ques- 
tioned thought it was, down 
from 11 per cent in August. 
Forty-two peT cent said the gov- 
ernment had made no achieve- 
ments, while 19 per cent named 
the government’s main achieve- 
ment as democratisation. 

Some businessmen fear the 
constant squabbling among par- 
ties in President Guillermo En- 
dara’s governing coalition will 
create an image of instability, 
scaring away foreign credit and 
capital. 

With followers of ousted lead- 
er Manuel Antonio Noriega dis- 
credited, the only political 
opposition comes from within 
the coalition. Both vice presi- 
dents have an eye on the pres- 
idency in 1991. 

Vice President Ricardo Arias 
Calderon said the coalition's 
main purpose was “to conduct the 
country from conditions that 
prevailed under the dictatorship' 
to those which must prevail in.a 
democracy." 

Endara’s government, instal- 
led hours after the invasion, 
began a study of legal reform 
immediately, but still has not 
proposed changes in the con- 
stitution. 

“We need to modify the con- 
stitution, mainly to ban all 
armies and define police services 
constitutionally and legally,” 
Arias Calderon said. 

Since the invasion ousted 
Gen. Noriega, the military 
bndget has fallen from $150 mil- 
lion a year to $30 million, which 
finances a 13,000-member police 
force with greatly reduced au- 
thority and duties. 

Most of Noriega’s top officers 
have been retired and 15 remain 
in a high-security prison on va- 
rious charges. Government offi- 
cials hope the resulting vacuum 
will attract professionals to the 
new force and increase loyalty 
among junior ranks. 

Panama no longer sends young 
men to foreign military schools 
and provides only police, not 
military, training. 


Civilian a g endes now control 
many sendee s once handled by 
Noriega’s 1 Panama defence 
forces. The {>( meral faces charges 
of drug traff k dqng in Miami and 
is accused iin Panama of crimes 
that indude ; murder, drug traf- 
ficking, fra :ud and money 
lanndering. 

Thousands of Panamanians 
were detained after the invasion, 
but most fur s free, many on 
bond. The jilt slice system has a 
backlog of th ousands of cases, 
and many im ty never come to 
trial. 

Attorney < jeneral Rogelio 
Cruz said his office had been 
flooded with 3: 5,000 formal com- 
plaints, many against Noriega 
and his cronie s, and most still 
are pending. 

Charges of ■ political favourit- 
ism have euiei ged. The Christ- 
ian Democrats ■, vehement foes 
of Noriega n ov / in the governing 
coalition, issue d a statement in 
late Novemtier ' saying: 

“We have lbe< an observing with 
some concent tl w lack of judidal 
process comne cted with some 
prominent No riega followers, 
dvffian and m ilitary, who are 
■free on dubious grounds, as well 
as those free o n bail.” 

Panama, a m ition of about 2 
million people* h as a debt of $6.2 
billion and owes back interest of 
□early $1 billion . It is one of the 
highest per cap tia debts in the 
world. 

The govern] n< ait has pledged 
to “put right its financial admi- 
nistration and ] public finances, 
normalise relatii 3ns with credi- 
tors and regain credit.” 

Economic gre >wth since the 
invasion has beer i reported at 5^6 
per cent, and. Pike lama is trying to 
'makeits defy 'eta jrrenf by paying 
$510 million in- ii Merest Noriega- 
skipped in 1987- 1989. 

Of this, $130 m illion will come 
from U.S. aid ant i a like amount 
from Asian and E European dona- 
tions. Panama vril 1 pay $130 mil- 
lion and the remia ining $150 mil- 
lion will come fire m a U.S. gov- 
ernment loan. 

Endara inherits d an economic 
nightmare. 

Unemployment was estimated 
at 35 per cent — i t is now about 
25 — and product km bad fallen 
20 per cent in nit *nt years be- 
cause of conupti o n and a U.S. 
trade embargo. 

Looting and dam rage from the 
invasion were estin oated to total 
hundreds of millioi ns of dollars, 
hardly any of it is cc vered because 
of war clauses in in surance poli- 


Homer's tale of revenge 

■ 

executions were no myth 


ELEFTHERNA, Crete — One 
of the goriest scenes in Homer’s 
Iliad, when Adnlles slaughters 
12 Trojans besides a funeral 
pyre, was a real practice among 
some ancient Greeks, according 
to new archaeological evidence. 

A find late this year on Crete 
lends further weight to the belief 
that Homer, thought to be com- 
posing in the 8th-century before 
Christ, was chronicling real cus- 
toms and rituals, not just spin- 
ning colourful yarns. 

“For the first time we have 
found absolute archaeological 
evidence confirming the custom 
described by Homer in the 23rd 
book of the Iliad,” said Nikos 
Stambolidis, associate professor 
of archaeology at Crete Uni- 
versity. 

Achilles, greatest of the 
Greek warriors in the Trojan 
War, swears over his slain boy- 
hood friend Patrodus: “Before 
your funeral pyre TQ cut the 
throats of twelve glorious chil- 
dren Of the Trojans, such is my 
murdering fury at your death.” 

He then builds a wooden pyre, 
covers it with offerings and 
slaughters his young Trojan cap- 
tives in a revenge execution. 

Homer’s Iliad describes a 
great military campaign which 
united the Greek communities 
spread throughout the Aegean 
in the late bronze age — the 
siege of Troy around 1200 BC. 

Thought by many to be the 
finest epic poem ever, it tells of a 
feud between Achilles and die 
Greek commander Agamennon, 
who stole one of his hand- 
maidens. 

In anger Achilles, the son of a 
goddess, refuses to fight and 
ret urn s to battle only when Pat- 


By Stephen Weeks 

Renter 

■ 

rodus is killed by the Trojan 

hero Hector. 

Stambolidis, excavating 
among 10th to 7th ceutniy BC 
pyres in a cemetery in the foot- 
hills of Mount Ida in central 
Crete, found the skeleton of a 
man whose arms were bound 
hehj nd him and bis throat cut so 
violently that be was decapi- 
tated. 

Evidence of human sacrifice 
has been found in the ancient 
civilizations of the east 
Mediterranean but this is the 
first discovery which matches 
Homer’s ritual execution besides 
a pyre. 

“We found a slaughtered man, 
about 30 to 40 years old, next to 
a funeral pyre,” Stambolidis said 
during a recent walk among the 
terraced hillside vineyards and 
olive groves near the site. 

“His bead is missing, there is a 
broken knife next to the neck 
and a whet-stone to sharpen the 
executioner’s blade,” he said. 

Stambolidis believes a prom- 
inent citizen or noble from the 
ancient city of Elefthema was 
cremated on the pyre and dates 
his find to 725-700 BC, meaning 
the cemetery kffinig happened 
around the time Homer com- 
posed the Iliad. 

A compelling point for Stam- 
bolidis in the 2,700-year-old puz- 
zle is that so far no bead has 
been found. He believes it was 
burned on the pyre, winch be 
will excavate next summer. 

He points to suggestions in the 
•Iliad that Achilles, after killing 
Hector in battle, burned the 
head of the Trojan hero on 
Patrodus’s pyre. 

On one point Stambolidis is 
categorical: “the executed 


man... was an offering al die 
pyre along with an ox, some 
sheep, perfume jars and fruit." 

The sleuth knows the wind 
blew from the south on the day 
of the execution because of bow 
the bones have been singed. He 
knows it was August or Septem- 
ber because laboratory tests 
show the grapes burnt among 
the offerings were fresh. 

But be cannot say whether the 
executed man was a criminal, a 
prisoner of war or an innocent 
victim like Achilles' Trojans, 
slaughtered to appease the 
“murdering fury” of someone 
still living. 

“I believe he was a prisoner of 
war who killed the person cre- 
mated on the pyre but we’ll 
never know for sure,” he said. 

Uncertainty and controversy 
surroun d the early history of the 
Greek world in the eastern 
Mediterranean. Disputes are 
also fierce over Homer and his 
epic poems the Diad and the 
Odyssey. 

Scholars debate which parts of 
Homer describe practices of the 
Mycenaean Greeks who domin- 
ated the 13th-century-BC Ae- 
gean, which parts describe later 
events, or custons from Hom- 
er’s own era, and which may 
have been invented simply to 
entertain. 

Stambolidis said his find 
proves the story in the 23rd book 
of the mad, of a revenge execu- 
tion as an offering at a pyre, was 
a real practice among some 
ancient Greeks. 

“We now know this ritual trill- 
ing, this ritual vengeance, was 
happening, at least on Crete, 
about the time Homer composed 
his poems,” Stambolidis said. 


CANADA 
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“This is an unf inanced and 
indebted society,”' said former 
President Nicolas A rdito Barlet- 
ta, an economist. He : said econo- 
mic revival depends “on our 
actions and on a sta ble political 
system and an econ omic policy 
consistent with our opportuni- 
ties.” 


mr. JOHN GARUF1, president of 

INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRENEURS I.E.C. 

LTD, MONTREAL, CANADA, WILL BE 

STAYING AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 
AMMAN. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 20-SATURDAY DEC. 22. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 ^ 

P.O.BOX 7806 





The first & best 

Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

7sf Circle, Mai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 
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INT’JL EST. 
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AUTHENTJ 
CHINESE 
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CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near.Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 819214 

Come and taste our 
speciaiities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


STUDIO 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servfcfe 
Develop your colour film al 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open DaRy 12^0-&30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

"towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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The Regerxy Pokes Hotel 

LOBBY LOUNGE 
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RENT 







OQAOQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIA1MITEL 

|U2<|I|IS 


Amman -Tei. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Idea! Residence For 

Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


Amman’s 

^exclusive gift shopVj 

'Italian shoes, 1 
feather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 
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Dutch going for goals 
against humble Malta 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, 
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Jordlan to compete in World 
Karate Championships in Dubai 


VALLETTA (R) — The 
Netherlands, led by Rndd Gullit 
and Marco Van Basten, have 
modi to avenge when they play 
Malta in a European Sckxct 
Championship qualifier 
Wednesday. 

It was the humble Maltese 
who stopped the mighty Dutch, 
competition winners in 1988, 
from reaching the 1984 finals. 

Then, with group rivals Spain 
needing to score 11 goals against 
Malta in the final qualifying 
match, the Dutch looked sure of 
going through — until Spain 

- romped home 12-1. 

This time round, the Dutch 

' are determined to put away as 
many as possible in the Group 
Six match at die Ta’qali Sta- 
dium. 

But they have not been scor- 

- mg well so far. 

The Dutch lost their first 

- match away against Portugal 1-0 

- but then recovered with an easy 
2-0 victory over Greece in Rot- 
terdam last month, even without 
captain Gullit. 

Dutch coach Rinus Michels 
had two late worries for the 
Malta tie wheQ midfielders 
Gerald Vanenburg of PSV Em- 

- dboven and Richard Witschge of 

• Ajax Amsterdam pulled out un- 

. fit. 

On Sunday Michels replaced 

- Witschge by Erwin Koeman 

- from PSV and Vanenburg by 


Hans Gillhaus. 

GiUhaus, who plays for Scot- 
tish Premier division side Aber- 
deen was in the squad against 
Greece but had been left out for 
Malta in favour of Gullit. 

Malta's record in the cham- 
pionships so far has been unim- 
pressive. A 4-0 away defeat to 
Greece and a 1-1 draw at borne, 
against Finland have left them 
bottom of die group. 

German coach Horst Heese is 
relying on close marking to 
smother the talents of the 
Dutch. ‘The less space we can 
give them the better,” he said. 

He is also leaving out veteran 
midfielder John Butdgieg, a skil- 
ful but erratic player whose mis- 
take against Finland last month 
helped the Finns equalise. 

“He has been foolish and not 
obeyed my instructions,” Heese 
said of Butdgieg. 

Italy drops Viaffi 

Italy dropped striker Gianluca 
VI alii in favour of his Saznpdoria 
team mate Attilio Lombardo in 
the squad to face Cyprus in the 
European Cha m pionship quali- 
fier Saturday. 

Vi alii, who missed most of the 
WrokJ Cup through injury, is 
still struggling to regain match 
fitness and has been oversha- 
dowed of late by Lombardo, 
who scored a blistering goal for 
Sampdoria in their 1-1 draw 


against Bari Sndany. 

ViaDi, who fractured his right 
foot in December 1989 and bad 
an operation on his left knee dris 
year, returned to league soccer 
in November but he did not {day 
Sunday. 

Lombardo is likely to combine 
with Juventus strikers Roberto 
Baggio and World Cup top scor- 
er Salvatore Schfflari. 

Regular midfielders Fernan- 
do de Napoli, Roberto Douado- 
ni and Giuseppe Giazmini are 
also unfit and were not named. 

AC Milan defender Alessan- 
dro Costacorta, midfielders. Ste- 
£ano Eranio (Genoa) and Diego 
Fuser (Fiorentina) joined foe 
uncapped Lombardo as the 
other newcomers in Vicui’s 
squad. 

Italy are fourth in foe group 
with two points from two games 
behind Hungary on four points 
and foe Soviet Union and Nor- 
way on three. Cyprus are last 
with no points. 

Spam plans trippte. 


DUBAI (Age Kies) — Jordan 
wffl he one < if move than 40 
countries co mpeting hi the 
UAE when : foe 1990 World 
Karate Cha mptaesUps are 
hosted in D ubai from Dec. 
19-21. 

Among the i other countries 
to be represfi srted are Japan, 
foe Halted S talcs, the Soviet 
Union, Austn iBa, Canada, En- 
gland, Bra! dl and Korea. 
Others wffl c ome from ms far 
afield as Arj gentina and New 
Caledonia, while the host 
country, foe, UAE wffl also 
Add a stron; ( team. 

Making the Jord a ni a n 
delegation will be Osama 
Amarin, Fay» laAndrefa, Mute- 
sam Kb-Hkfnl, Adnan Abo 
Baker, Mol tiamraad Fitian, 
WaBd Assad I and Khaleel A1 


ject a very positive image of 
Dubai and the UAE to a very 
large worldwide a udienc e .” 
“Karate b a growing sport 


km of karate that brtags 


The competition wffl be la 
two forms of karate caled 


mfiHon people practishig foe 
sport tatenathmsBy with balf- 
Hflion in the Middle East,” 
Sheikh Ahmad said. 

More than 400 competitors 
and officials war already 
gathering in Dotal for the 


series of defen si ve and att ac k 
moves per fo rmed solo whfle 
Knmftc b one on one com b at 


wffl be staged at the tarn 
A1 Nasr Sports Chib. Act 
lag to the adjudicators. 


A 19-member EngfiA 
wffl be among the str 
teams in foe event, k 
Aldan Trimble, chief in 
tor fas England of the Fi 
Bos of Sbotokan Karsh 


led by 


ter ni tio n ai (JKA), ft wffl he the 

kp|(Mt world championships 


of,” 

five 


Fve been in charge 


So far, mom than 40 


me medals at a 
in Las Vegas 


ticipatioa In the ch 


Spain will be out for a hatful 
of goals when they take on Alba- 
nia in the European cham- 
pionship Group One qualifying 
match Wednesday. 

Tbe Spaniards are expected to 
start the game with three strikers 
— E mili o Butragneno, Carlos 
Munoz and Manolo Sanchez. 


Shrikh Ah mad Hm Saeed A1 
Maktonm, tl president of the 
Dubai Dept h tlmest of Civil 
Aviation, an iwanced that foe 
event, widd ii wffl be staged 
under tbe p atronage of HJL 
Sheikh M okammad Ibn 
Rashid A1 M Erttoum, foe UAE 
min i s ter of (defence, wffl be 


under JKA rules, with several 
others foo pbmnhig to com- 
nete. Tbe men's tea ms wffl 


and add a few golds to foe 


Iwciwdrd in foe England 


women’s of three. 


tree. Gold, 
medals for 
tab wffl be 


Fedenfom of Shotok aw 


David Owen and Andrew 


n 

Marseille, AC Milan to clash 
in European Cup quarterfinal 


different cs prairies with some 
st a ti o ns fooi sing several boon 
each day. 

“Dubai and Dubai Duty 
Free are ve ry pleased to host 
the chami il unships,” said 
Sbdkh Abu and. “Dubai h ea- 
ger to pm note w o rld sports 
and, in fob uray, we can pro- 


“Coutrary to popnlar bo- 
fief, karate b a very friendly 
sport,” said Abdui Mqfecd A1 


the UAE. 

“Inside the competition 
area of coarse everybody 
wants to win rad fotogs do get 


to arrive to Dubai have 
some of foe tap women 
neats of foe J apa n ese m 
art, a t arfoig with foe Syi 
More than 40 wo men fri 


in foe same situation and It b 


Ji the 


LONDON (R) — French soccer 
. champions Marseille got the 
short straw in the European Cup 
- quarter-final draw Tuesday 
when they were pitted against 
defending champions AC Milan. 

In the other ties Spartak Mos- 
cow will play- Real Madrid, 
Bayern Munich face Porto and 
Red Star Belgrade are up against 
Dynamo Dresden. 

In the Cup Winners' Cup, 
Manchester United, England's 
only surviving club, were drawn 
against Montpellier of France. 

Millionaire president Bernard 
Tapie has built a superstar line- 
up at Marseille specifically to 
take the senior European Club 
■crown. 

_ But AC Milan ,wbo earlier-fins 
1 month retained their World 
Qub Championship tide against 
Olimpia of Paraguay, are not 
short on star names themselves. 

Their line-up against Marseille 
will include Dutchmen Ruud 
Gullit and Frank Rijkaard. 

Marseille Vice-President 
Jean-Louis Levreau said: “I can 
feD you that 1 am not pleased 
with fins draw. AC Milan are 
one of the most experienced chib 
teams in Europe. 

“We can, however, take some 
satisfaction in tbe fact that Mar- 
co Van Basten wffl not be play- 
ing because of suspension.'' 

Striker Van Basten was sus- 
pended for three matches by the 
European Football Union 
(UEFA) after elbowing Bruges 
player Pascal Piovie in the face 
daring a second round second- 
leg match in Belgium last month. 

The Soviet dubs stQl in the 
competitions. Torpedo Moscow, 
Spartak Moscow and Dinamo 
Kiev, mixed fortunes. 

Torpedo Moscow, drawn 
against Brondby of Denmark in 
fiie UEFA Cop, should have a 
■good chance of reaching the 


But Dinamo have been pitted 
against Barcelona in the Cup 
Winners' Cop and Spartak drew 
■Real Madrid in the European 
‘Cup. 


For Spartak it was scant re- 
ward for their brave ousting of 
Napoli in the last round. Spartak 
held Napoli to two goalless 
draws and eventually won on 
penalties. 

Although Real, who recently 
sacked manager John Toshack, 
have been floundering in the 
league as Barcelona surge 
ahead, they are past masters at 
European competitions. 

The Spanish champions beat 
Swarowski Tirol of Austria 11-3 
on aggregate to reach the last 
eight. 

In the Cop Winners’ Cup, 
holders Sampdoria managed to 
avoid .compatriots Juventus. The 
Genoateam drew' Legia Warsaw 
of Poland with Juventus facing 
Liege 'of Belgium. 

Manchester United will heave 
a sigh of relief at not having to 
face one of file Italian giants. 

Since Aston Villa's defeat at 
the h ands of fotemazkmale in 
tbe UEFA Cup, United have 
been left the task of re- 
establishing English dubs after a 
five-year ban from European 
competition. 

United manager Alex Fergu- 
son will allow himself a measure 
of confidence against Montpel- 
lier, currently fourth in their 
league nine points behind 
Marseille. 

But he wffl be aware of tbe 
s ou thern French dub’s Euro- 
pean record. They beat highly- 
rated PSV Eindhoven in the first 
round and then thrash wri former 
European champions Steaua 
Bucharest 84) on aggregate. 

In die UEFA Cup, where 
Italians constitute half the re- 
maining eight teams, there is an 
almost inevitable local derby. 
Internationale are to meet A ta- 
las ta of Bergamo. 

The ties in all three competi- 
tions are played over two legs on 
March 6 and 20. 

United manager Ferguson 
said: “This is a terrifically attrac- 
tive draw. Montpellier are a 
team who will come to entertain. 

“We win be carrying tbe ban- 


ner for the rest of tbe country in 
Europe and wffl be keener than 
ever to progress to the next 
stage. There will be a full house 
at Old Trafford for fins one, 
make no mistake.” 

Marseille President Tapie said 
of his team's draw: “Last season, 
we dreamed of a European Cop 
final against AC Milan, but we 
failed to reach it. 

“Now we meet them in the 
quarter-finals and that win be nwA 
harder. I don’t see anybody who 
cannot be im p res s e d by Milan. 
We won’t be favourite to win. 

“Maybe it’s good from time to 
time to play better teams. But I 
would have preferred to meet 
Milan later in the competition.” 
Striker " E mfli ri ■ Batragueno, 
one of several Real Madrid play- 
ers in Seville with the Spanish 


championship match with Alba- 
nia, said: “Spartak or Dynamo 
Dresden were the opponents we 
p refe r red, so I am not complain- 


He added: “March is a good 
time for Real Madrid to paly, 
but with their break in the sea- 
son Spartak could be a bit rus- 
ty” 

Defender Fernando Hierro 
felt Real had the advantage of 
palying the first leg away. “The 
opponent nobody wanted was 
Milan, but in the quarter-finals 
they are all tough,” be said. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


MUTT, CAN MY Tw»N ^ 
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Bari, 

Rotterdam 

a 

likely' sites 
for finals 

ZURICH, S vritzerland (AP) — 
Bari, Italy; , and Rotterdam, 
Netherlands , are the likely sites 
of finals nex t spring in the Euro- 
pean dub c umpetition. 

The Cup (winners Cup final 
would be in i Rotterdam on May 
15 and the 'Cup of Champions 
final would loe May 29 in Bari, 
according to a p rop os a l adopted 
Monday ,nj Igjbt, by t be to uma- 
ment comm risskm of UEFA, the 
European f ioccer authority! ■ -* 

The prop cisal st ill re quires for- 
mal apprcry ad by UEFA’s execu- 1 
five commii tfee which has not yet 
set a date for its next meeting. 
UEFA spokesman Rudolf 
Rothenbue filer said the commit- 
tee also wo sild have to decide on 
whether d bubs of former East 
Germany i should be allowed to 
compete fn the 1991-92 Euro- 
pean .dub ■ competition. 

The Erist German Soccer 
Association wffl fuse with the 
West German Association at the 
end of tiida season as a result 
of the un ification of Germany: 
Rothenbu < shier said advocates of 
a transitu yn period argued that 
barring E sist German dubs from 
tbe next season would reduce 
their moi ti vation. 


All-German soccer stars 
seek peaceful new era 


STUTTGART, Germany (R) — 
United Germany make their first 
foray onto the soccer field 
Wednesday, hoping their new- 
found hooligans will not mar a 
friendly against Switzerland. 

“We want great enthusiasm, 
but no hooligans,” said team 
captain Lotflar Matthaeus. 

The match was arranged after 
November's gala game between 
East and West Goman teams in 
Leipzig was called off because of 
fan violence in the former Com- 
munist state. 

After a riot by West German.-, 
fans m Luxembourg at a Euro- 
pean Championship qualifier jn , 
October, officials want the first 
united Germany game for 
almost 50 years to celebrate 
West Germany’s World Cup 
triumph and look positively 
to the world future. 

Stuttgart police said around 
150 officers would watch fans on 
their way through the dty to the 
stadium, but said they did not 
expect any trouble. 

“But if there is trouble, we 
have the experience to deal with 
it after staging matches at the 
1988 European Cham- 
pionships," a police spokes- 
woman said. 

“A 500-strong choir wffl sing 
in Stuttgart’s Neckaistadion bo 


fore the game and highlights of 
the World Cup wffl be shown on 
a large video screen before die 
match, billed as a tribute to 
World Cup coach Franz Becken- 
bauer. 

New coach Berd Vogts is ex- 
pected to include one former 
East German player, midfielder 
Matthias Sazmner, in his starting 
fine-up. Tbe former Dynamo 
Dresden player has burst onto 
the Bnndesliga fins season with 
local side VFB Stuttgart. 

Four other players from the 
.East were named in Vpgt’s 23-, 
man sqoadToiAy one of whom, < 
Carl Ze s^Jena goalkceperFer- 
°iy Braeutjgam, still plays in the 
old East German Oberiiga. 

Vogts will be nri»mg Italian- 
based World Cup defender 
Andreas Brefame and Bayern 
Munich midfielder Thomas 
Stnmz. 

* 

The Germans play another 


at the end of March before 


piooship Group Five qualifying 
campaign, against Belgium in 
May. 

Swiss trainer Ufi StieUke.-a 
former German World Cup 
player, said: “This is a great day 
for me, to be trainer for Switzer- 
land in this historic match.” 
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GUV TO NAVE 
! AROUND. MUTT/ 
i AND HE'S VERY 
AMUSING! JULIUS, 
AMUSE MUTT/^O 


NOW I COME X WELL, THE HAT IS 
OUT LIKE IRIS/ NEW MEXICO AND 
• VtoU GUESS THE SWEATER 

WHAT STATES iS -JERSEY BUT 
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THE ATTRACTIONS OF DUPLICATE 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 J 10 9 8 5 4 
9 8 7 
0 K8 5 
4 Q* 


WEST EAST 

4 Q 7 6 3 4 K 

VQJ952 7 10 63 

06 09732 

4 10 7 6 4 A J 9 3 2 

SOUTH 
4 A 2 
9 A K 4 
C A Q J 10 4 
* K 54 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 0 Pass 1 4 Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 9 
Had this hand been dealt in a 
rubber bridge game, it would not 
have elicited the slightest interest. 
Declarer would have racked up his 
nine tricksand that would have been 
that. But it turned up in the Mas- 
ter's Individual almost two scores 
ago, and ovenricks were crutial. 
Today, most players would open 


the South hand with two no trump, 
but the hand was a bit light for that 
action then. However, three no 

trump was reached at many tables 
and four spades at others. 

Those declarers at four spades 
made 1 1 tricks, losing a trump and a 
club. At three no trump, the open- 
ing lead was invaribly the queen of 
hearts. Most declarers won and led a 
dub to the queen and ace. After 
either a heart or dub continuation, 
the declarers took their nine uicks 
and conceded the rest. 

The one exception was the even- 
tual winner, the late Sidney Silodor. 
He spotted a line that gave him a 
chance for 11 uicks and an outright 
top, at no cost whatsoever. 

After winning the heart opening 
lead, Silodor cashed the abe of 
spades. Had that fetched nothing 
but low cards, Silodor intended to 
switch to a dub to tbe queen, guar- 
anteeing his nine tricks. But when 
the king of spades dropped under 
the ace, declarer was able to contin- 
ue spades, forcing out tbe remaining 
high honor and settingup five tricks 
in the suit. That scored 660, better 
than everyone else. 
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Peanuts 


/ W don't HAVE ‘10 WORIfAa^ 
/ 5N00fY..l'D NEVER SELL V0U..1 
I w and I ARE RRIENPS... I 
I WE'RE PUPPIES.. IN FACT. / 

1 YOU'RE THE BEfST THINS / 

, V THAT'S EVER HAPPENED 
TD ME... 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 19, I99t 

Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll lighter fipymtef 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Almost ev e ryone will be eager to 
gain mdmdaai denies now and 
will be wflfing to invest quite a lot 
of energy in going after tbeir per* 
ytp ai ambiti ons. Keep alert for 

yyMA*i shifts. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) A 
day to make sure that you do act 
with towards one who 

is a rfmtm or oth er wi s e upset and 
unhappy and who nee d s your en- 


TJima- (September 23 to October 
22) Tins is your time to make sure 
that you do look to your financial 
position and use a fittfc money to 
make some additions to yoorprop- 


SCORFIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Take sane time now to 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 


magnetism and avoid getting in- 
volved in those business matters 
that have been waiting. 


but if you make a special point to 
soothe his tension all wffl be we(L 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yon 
have many p ro j ects to do but take 
it easy and conce n tr a te your atten- 


tfaat upsets another suggests you 
would be wise to do what you can 
to comfort and solace this indi- 


MDON < 
July 21) 
has beat 


attractive for a useful ally. 

S CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
1) Forget that anxiety that 
sen so much on your aomd 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever requires 
your own attention should be 
shared with a good friend who is 


know how to enjoy yomsctf at 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Let 
those who have anything to do with 
your home aee that you are a 
devoted fandy member and they 
wiB release some benefits that you 
do need. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Winterer means tbe most to 
you in principle can now be 


is able to a ss i st yon. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Make sure you do nothing 
that can in anyway react against 
your good name and the reputation 
that you have so carefully built up. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Whatever new ideas are yours 
should be staled to those who think 
differently from you in a tactful 
manner in which no objection 
could come. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 





“You keep it too cold in here, 
that* s what I think.” 


ri 


THJff SCRMULBJ WORD GAME 
.by Henri Amoki aod Bob Lea 


one let te r to each square, to form 


VOPER 



AM LET 


FISHTE 


SYTHAN 


f -a 

WHAT THEY CALL THAT 
6UY WHO ALWAYS RE- 
MAIN® AT A PARTY 
AFTER THE FOOFANC? 
PRINK ARE ALL &OHE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answ er, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 



Yeetenhye 


Jimbfee: DEITY PAPER 
Answer His Ufework was 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CAVORT MODIFY 4 

to avoid rr 


THE Dally Crossword by Harvey L. Chaw 


ACROSS 
1 Helen's 
abductor 
8 Intake of 
breath 

10 Salamanders 

14 "Cats" name 

15 Firmly state 

16 Seed coating 

17 Mickey and 
Minnie 

19 LoHobrigida 

20 Lincoln 

21 Bill of sale 

words 

22 Most wan 
24 Guards and 

tackles 

26 Recorded 

27 Mai de — 

28 Pakistan 
garment 

29 Tease 

32 Animal track 

35 Thesis 
37 Clue 

36 Endure 

40 Peak 

41 World police 
org. 

43 Gown 

44 Ultimate 
degree 

45 Sty sound 

46 Adjust 

47 Literary device 
49 Astronomical 

phenomena 
53 Doctrines 

55 Masculine 

56 Gym Item 

57 Elevator 
man 

58 Reconsider 

61 Savoir-faire 

62 Shamrock 
land 

63 Zestful 

64 Corrida shouts 

65 — off (recite 
fluently! 

68 20 

DOWN 

1 Bike part 

2 Ex c use 

3 Ascended 



61M0 Tribune Media Benton. Inc. 
AirnduRnwed 
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4 Charged 
particle 

5 Vessel 

6 Street urchin 

7 Rare — 

8 Wine word 

9 Ready 

10 Kind of scout 

11 Chin, dish 

12 Cans 

13 Narrow strip 
16 Bely, river 
23 Samoan port 

25 Overact 

26 Small lake 
28 Track game 
SO Dogmas 

31 Social 
gatherings 

32 Leg part 

33 Four gills 

34 In a risky 
situation 

36 Pastries 

38 Maiden lady 

39 Theatre award 
42 Cheer 


Puz zle Sabred: 


nnnn 

nnnn nrcnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


43 strikes out 
46 Pout 

48 Snoozes 

49 Kind of truck 

50 Acapulco 
friend 

51 Snake 


52 Cubic meter 

53 Oz dog 

54 E tc. Idn 
%TMUCk 

59 Hasten 

60 WW1I 

acronym 









.tA« 




conomy 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19/1990 J 



Rising natural disasters 
worry insurance industry 


ZURICH (R) — A Swiss insur- 
ance company has said changes 
in the world environment will 
probably increase the risk of 
natural catastrophes in coining 
decades. 

‘The rising □ amber of storms 
and floods and the increased 
damage they cause must be 
taken as the first indication of 
this development," Swiss Rein- 
surance Co. said in a study. ■ 

Figures in its report, "Natural 
Catastrophes and Heavy Dam* 
age Events,” showed «t least 1.6 
million deaths and damage 
valued at $83.3 billion in 3,111 
events between 1970 and 1989. 

This year the insurance indus- 
try faced claims for insured dam- 
age worth at least $10 billion 
after winter storms. 

Several factors seemed to sup- 
port the view that the green- 
house factors seemed to support 
the view that the greenhouse 
effect — the warming of the 
world's climate through indust- 
rial pollution — was causing 
natural catastrophes to happen 
more often, the report added. 

"It is relatively certain, for 
example, that because of the 


warming of the earth’s atmos- 
phere, the hurricanes which start 
in Central America are being 
poshed more and more to the 
north.” 

While much was still uncer- 
tain, for example, that because 
of the warming of the earth’s 
atmosphere, the hurricanes 
which start in Central America 
are being poshed more and more 
to the north.” 

While much was still uncertain 
1 in the climate debate, the green- 
house effect seemed likely to 
have important consequences 
for the earth and the insurance 
industry in 1 the next decades, 
Swiss Reinsurance said. , 

The report also noted that 
man-made catastrophes were on 
the increase. 

Until 1987, bOtion-dollar in- 
surance claims usually stemmed 
from natural catastrophes, but 
over the last two years more 
claims from man-made disasters 
reached this level. 

These included several 
offshore oil platform accidents 
and the pollution off Alaska 
from the grounded tanker Exxon 
Valdez in 1989, the report said. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the doflar at midsession 

on tbe Loudon foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday 

One Sterling 

1.9310/20 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1570/80 

Canadian dollar 


1.4870/SO 

Deutschemarks 


1.6775/85 

Dutch guilders 


1.2750/60 

Swiss francs 


30.72/77 

Belgian francs 


5.0575/0625 

French francs 


1124/1125 

Italian lire 


133.00/10 

Japanese yen 


5.6050/6100 

Swedish crowns 


5.8400/50 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7460/7510 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

375.90/376.40 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks closed higher after a day of thin trading, 
propped up mainly by index-linked buying. Expectations of lower 
interest rates lent support. The Nikkei Index dosed up 336.11- 
points, or 1.40 per cent, at 24,424.02 after losing 261.59 points 
Monday. 

SYDNEY — Concern about: the-economy and -chances^ of a Gulf 
war- bit the. market badly 1 . The All Ordfoari«-fodex ctosed 12.1 
points lower at 1,283.6, irs'towest level since MarchTj 1988, when 
it ended at 1,273.3 points. 

HONG KONG — Stocks recovered from early losses to end 
higher in quiet trading on overseas buying with very little local 
activity. The blue-chip Hang Seng Index rose 14.73 points to end 
at 3,066.65. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices ended slightly higher in thin trading 
on late bargain hunting after early weakness and sharp falls 
Monday. The Straits Times industrial index recovered 2.82 points 
to end at 1.174.40. It lost 16.75 points on Monday. 

BOMBAY — Prices fell after the government raised excise and 
import duties to mop up fresh revenue. The Bombay Stock 
Exchange Index cell 76.81 points to 1,111.73. The National Index 
lost 31.48 to 556.19. 

FRANKFURT — Prices ended little changed. "The market is in a 
bad way when it barely manages to rise at all after a three per cent 
drop,” said Klaus S label, trader at Berenberg bank, the Dax 
index ended 1.54 points higher at 1,477.41 

LONDON — Shares closed slight firmer in moderate late trading 
following a stronger trend on Wall Street. Dealers said the market 
remained relatively quiet ahead of the Christmas holiday. The 
FTSE 100 ended up 3.9 points at 2,161.8. 

NEW YORK — Bine chips tacked on additional gains at midday, 
but held off the day's best levels. Trading was confined to a 
narrow range. Investors were hopeful of a further cut in interest 
rates, perhaps as early as Wednesday. At 1721 GMT the Dow 
Jones industrial average was up 15.10 at 2,608.42. 
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Banana syndrome overtakes 
U . S . economic policymakers 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
banana syndrome appears to be 
overtaking American officials as 
they grope for ways to describe 
economic prospects but find that 
uttering the word "recession’’ 
leaves a bad taste in their 
mouths. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady sidestepped interviewers* 
efforts during the weekend to 
persuade him to say the 
weakened American economy 
was in recession. 

"It’s quite dear — there’s no 
point being unrealistic — that 
we’re going to have a significant 


economic slowdown in the 
fourth quarter of this year,” 
Brady said on television. 

- Alan Greenspan, who as chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve cen- 
tral bank has key responsibility 
for the economy, said recently 
that "a meaningful downturn” 
was in progress. 

It would be hard to find a 
private economist who does not 

think a recession is at least be- 
ginning, but policymakers want 
to avoid making things worse by 
depressing consumers. 

In 1978 Alfred Kahn, then 
chairman of president Jimmy 


Carter’s Council on Wage and 
Price Stability, bluntly said that 
unless inflation was brought 
under control the nation might 
face a deep depression. 

Kahn was promptly asked by 
the White House to stop using 
that particular word. So he be- 
gan substituting the word "bana- 
na,” saying that the United 
States risked going into a banana 
and recalling the great banana of 
1929. 

A recession is generally de- 
fined as consecutive business 
quarters of Ishrinking produc- 
tion of goods and services. 


Get business-minded, 
Indonesian Muslims told 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesian 
Muslims should improve their 
skills to catch up with Chin ese- 
dominated big business, ministers 
and businessmen told an Islamic 
meeting. 

Minister of trade, Arifin Sire- 
gar, said Mosinns, .90 per cent of 
Indonesians, lost their business 
sense during 300 years of Dutch 
colonial rule when trade was 
restricted to the "minority 
group'’ of immigrants, mostly 
Chinese. 

“Muslim entrepreneurs have 
the same capacity as the minor- 
ity group but we must change 
our attitude towards business,*' 
Antara news agency Tuesday 
quoted him as telling a Muslim 
conference. 

Probosutedjo, a half-brother 
of President Suharto who shares 
many business projects with 
ethmc-Gtrinese Indonesian con- 
glomerates, said Muslims should 
be more economically active. 

“Muslims shouldn’t just wait, 
around for a piece of the de- 
velopment cake to be handed to 
them by conglomerates, . they 
should take a part in develop- 
ment,” Antara quoted him as 
telling the four-day conference of 
the Muslim group Muhammady- 
iah. 


The split between Indonesia's 
haves and have-nots has also 
been the focus of an army semi- 
nar. 

Army chief of staff, Edi Sud- 
radjat, said in a paper given to 
the seminar that a government 
habit of giving special deals to 
favoured business groups would 
merely widen the rift. 

President Suharto this year 
backed a move by big business to 
sell shares on easy terms to 
workers’ cooperatives to try to 
narrow the growing gap between 
the ethnic Qunese-dominated 
urban rich and the rural poor, 
mostly indigenous Muslims. 

The move bad little practical 
effect on the welfare of the 
world’s largest Muslim commun- 
ity, economists say. 

Junior Finance Minister Nas- 
rudin Simintapura told the 
Muhammadyiah that, as the 
country's second largest Islamic 
organisation, it was in a position 
to reduce the gap between rich 
and poor by “social engineer- 

VMM 11 

mg. 

Antara quoted him as saying 
practical measures must replace 
sloganeering m the fight for 
equality. Neither he nor the 
other speakers at the seminar 
gave de tails , of what those mea- 
sures might be. 


U.S. trade 
gap widens 
to $11.6 b 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. trade deficit soared in 
October to $11.61 billion, the 
biggest in two and a half years, 
as the Gulf crisis caused prices 
for imported oil to rise sharply, 
the Commerce Department re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The deficit worsened by 24.5 
per cent from September's re- 
vised $9.33 billion, which was 
previously reported as $9.41 bil- 
lion. 

Despite a lower volume of 
imported oil, the total cost of the 
imports climbed to $7.2 billion in 
October from $6.2 billion in 
.September because of higher 
prices. 

Total U.S. exports rose S.6 
per cent in October to a record 
$34.77 billion while imports 
climbed by 12.2 per cent to a 
record $46.38 billion, the depart- 
ment said. 

The October trade deficit was- 
the biggest monthly gap since 
February 1989. 

Meanwhile, U.S. consumer 
prices rose 0.3 per cent in 
November, half the rate in Octo- 
ber, reflecting a slowdown in ofl 
price increases, the Labour De- 
partment said. 


Proposed Iran budget sees 
big increase in oil revenue 


£C to guarantee compensation 
for dumped ofP air passengers 


BRUSSELS (R) — Passengers 
“bumped off’.' flights through 
overbooking will be guaranteed 
compensation under rules 
agreed by European Community 
(EC) transport ministers 
Monday. 

A passenger with a confirmed 
reservation prevented from 
boarding an overbooked Sight at 
an EC airport will automatically 
by entitled to $140 for a short 
haul flight and $280 for a Sight 
of more than 350 kilometres. 


The payment, halved when 
the passenger can catch a re- 
placement flight within two 
hours, will be in addition to any 
hotels, meals and telephone calls 
the stranded passenger needs. 

Airlines admit they often 
overbook flight by up to 10 per 
cent as experience has shown 
many p ass e n g e rs may not turn 
up. 

EC airlines already provide 
compensation under guidelines 
agreed within the Association of 


European Airlines (AEA), but 
■the new rules mean that airlines 
from outside the Community 
will not be able to leave passen- 
gers stranded when flights take 
off from an EC airport. 

The rules, which must still be 
formally approved, win not pre- 
vent airlines fr om paying their 
passengers more compensation 
if they want to, as some already 
do. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran projects a 
24 per cent increase in its ofl and gas 
revenne that would help bring its 
foreign exchange earnings to ab- 
out $20 billion in the next Ira- 
nian year be ginning March 21. 

The estimate is based on the 
“relatively low (oil) price of 
$18.4 per barrel,” the ! Iranian 
news agency IRNA Monday 
quoted Iran's planning chief 
Massoud Roghani Zanjani as 
saying. 

President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, presenting the 
budget bill to parliament on 
Dec. 9, said the economy had 
turned around last year after 
years of decline daring the 1980- 
88 war with Iraq. 

He said the government's 
more market-oriented policies 
were paying off and in many 
areas the economy was ahead of 
targets set down in a five-year 
plan which envisages an 8.1 per 
cent annual growth in the gross 
domestic product to 1994. 

“We have a period of serious 
austerity ahead of us,” Ettelaai 
newspaper quoted Rafsanjani as 
saying about the task of putting 
the economy on a peace footing. 

“He added: “It is difficult, but 
we are going through it — we 
can really outpace the plan 
which some thought was over- 
ambitious.” 

Next year’s general budget is 
set at 18.79 trillion riyals — 
equivalent to $293-55 billion at 
the official exchange rate of 64 
riyals per dollar — an increase of 
43 per cent (Tver the curre nt 
year, Zanjani said. 

The general budget is com- 
posed of two parts. More than 10 


trillion is the budget for state- 
owned companies which is up 
about one-third on the current 
year’s figure, Zanjani said. 

The rest, 8.19 trillion riyals, is 
the government budget, which 
shows a 46 per cent increase. 
With government revenue ex- 
pected to rise by 55 per cent, the 
budget deficit will drop to 1.10 
trillion riyals. 

But 2.61 trillion riyals of the 
government revenne is due to 
the increasing profit from selling 
petrodollars at rates of up to 20 
times the official parity to impor- 
ters, a linchpin of Rafsanj aid's 
economic gameplan. 

The policy — amounting to an 
unofficial devaluation of the 
riyal — had helped stimulate 
domestic production in some 
sectors by making imports more 
expensive, Rafsanjani said. 

Zanjani said foreign exchange 
revenue was expected to be in 
line with the five-year plan’s 
target of $19.78 billion. Annual 
non-oil exports have stood at 
about a billion dollars in recent 
years. 

Rafsanjani said Iran planned 
to increase its oil output by 
410,000 barrels per day (b/d) 
over the next year, enabling it to 
have 2.43 million b/d available 
for export compared with 1.98 
million b/d in the current year. 

Neither Rafsanjani nor Zan- 
jam gave a dollar figure for oil 
income or any foreign borrowing 
in the budget, but file president 
said total oil and gas revenne 
would be 3.94 trillion riyals. 

It includes the differential 
from selling dollars to importers, 
18.7 billion riyals from gas sales' 
and 36.8 billion riyals from ex- 


port of refined products. Exclud- 
ing the differential, it is 23.8 per 
cent higher than the current 
year’s projected figure, Rafsan- 
jani said. 

Tax revenue is projected to 
grow 40 per cent over the cur- 
rent year’s estimated figure to 
2.25 trillion riyals, he said. 
Another 900 billion riyals is 
listed as other revenues. 

Zanjani said the budget bill 
set defence ex pen di t u re at 1.20 
trillion riyals and allocated more 
than 360 billion riyals for inter- 
nal security. Health and educa- 
tion allocations total 2.52 trillion 
riyals, or 46 per cent of govern- 
ment expenditure. 

The development budget is to 
increase 62 per cent to 2.64 
trillion riyals but current ex- 
penditure would still account for 
two-thirds of government out- 
lays. 

He said the government plan- 
ned to sell off more state enter- 
prises in the coming year and 
place hundreds of development 
projects now run from Tehran in 
provincial control. 

The budget nearly quadruples 
the allocation for war damage 
reconstruction to 270 billion 
riyals and sets another 120 bil- 
lion for rebuilding Caspian coast 
areas devastated by a quake 
which killed 35,000 people and 
made half a million homeless last 
June. 

The budget for agriculture is 
to increase by quarter, Rafsan- 
jani said, bat the country would 
still need to import $2.7 billion 
worth of wheat, rice, tea, meat, 
fodder and chemical fertilisers, 
just above the current year’s 
level. 


Gorbachev stresses discipline 
to prevent economic collapse 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Monday 
foreign aid alone would not save 
the Soviet Union from collapse 
and a strong hand was needed to 
impose economic discipline. 

.Gorbachev told the Soviet 
Congress of People’s ^Deputies, 
Jr ilie* highest organ of state power, 
't&atTbe basis; for recovery. must 
be’ restoration of strong execu- 
tive government and law and 
order. 

“We need tough measures and 
we shall take them,” he said. 
"What is happening now is not 
simply insufficient output. It is a 
consequence of disorder, lack of 
control, criminal irresponsibility 
towards the population.” 
Gorbachev painted a grim pic- 
ture of economic disintegration 
and chaos, with regions refusing 
to supply each otter with food 
and industrial goods. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

a . 

On the occasion of Christmas and New Year, the Swedish 
Embassy in Amman will be closed on the following dates: 

Monday, December 24 - Wednesday 26, 1990. 
Monday, December 31, 1990 - Tuesday, January 1, 
1991. 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 



LETHAL WEAPON 



Show. 3 JO, &30, 8J0 p.m. 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA " 



Sylvester Station*! 

LOCKUP 


'.LOCK 00 
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12J0, 3 JO, 6:15. &J0. 10:30. 




Cinema 


PLAZA 


The T e arfu l Road 


(Arable) 


Show; 12J0, 3:15, 5:15. 7:15, MS jmb. ; 



FOR RENT 

Furnished flats, one and two bedrooms, swimming pool, super- 
visor, all services required. 

Location at fifth Circle near Abdoun Supermarket 

For more In f o r m ati on call: 668928 


A breakdown m links between 
agricultural and industrial areas 
has led to acute shortages of 
food, long queues and rationing 
in many areas. 

Appeals for foreign help have 
resulted in an influx of food 
parcels and offers of billions of 
...doSass in_ Westenil credits,. 

, Gorbachev madedeai; that 
foreign assistance would not be 
enough and that discipline was 
die bedrock of Soviet plans to 
introduce a market economy and 
improve food supplies. 

“With all the importance of 
help from abroad and credits, 
they by themselves will not re- 
serve our problems. We must 
cou n t on our own strengths, our 
organisation and decisiveness to 
switch to a market system,” he 
said. 

He outlined some measures 
for next year, saying that state 
purchases from agricultural en- 
terprises would be set at 60 per 
cent of average annual purchases 
for the past five years. The 
remainder will be available for 


Gorbachev said an agreement 
on food supplies between the 
repolbics should be signed at the 




i Charming costumes for juveniles and maidens. 
Delightful surprise on the occasion of 
Christmas and New Year. 

New assortment specially for this occasion. 








L ■ !■ . a 




Your choice for the gift means a lot to several 

friends, 

Let your choice be from the premfees they prefer 


HP# 


& Your best choice 

Lovely models and attractive colours 


Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Tel. 644681 
Jabal Al-Hussein, Flras Circle, Tel: 681570 


congress. 

He also announced measures 
to stimulate agricultural output 
on private poits, but suggested 
that the question of private own* 
■ership of land should be submit- 
ted to a referendum. 

The Russian Federation, the 
biggest Soviet republic, adopted 
legislation this month allowing 
for private ownership of land for 
the first time since the 1917 
Bolshevik revolution. 

Soviet Deputy Prime Minister 
Leonid Abalkin, the govern- 
ment's senior economic adviser, 
said a collapse in discipline was 
the reason for food shortages. 

"Food is lacking not because 
there isn't any, but decause 
there is no order. Laws are not 
being observed,” he told a news 

conference. 

■ 

Vyacheslav Chernoivanov, 
deputy head of the state commit- 
tee in charge of food supplies, 
said discipline would put food in 
the shops. "If order were res- 
tored, the flow of food products 
would be significantly better,” 
he said. 

With regions ignoring govern- 
ment decrees or. otherwise not 
cooperating and economic joris- 
drctioa between the central gov- 
eraemnt and the republics still to 
be determined, Abalkin said un- 
certainty surrounded next year’s 
budget. 

“If the budget is not con- 
finned, then hospitals cannot pay 
their bills for food or for laun- 
dry. Salaries cannot be paid to 
teachers or servicemen,” he told 
a news conference. 

Abalkin said the gove rnmen t 
authorised certain budget out- 
lays for the first quarter of next 
year Saturday, without waiting 
for approval by the Supreme 
Soviet (parliament). "We simply 
cannot wait,” he said. 

He said Gorbachev had told 
the government to confirm out j 
lays for schools, hospitals and 
natnral disaster relief areas sucti 
as Chernobyl, site of the woxid’j 
worst nuclear accident. 1 


American Recreation Association is seeking general manager for fall time 
position. 

Qualifications: Bachelor degree, supervisory experience. Fluent English is 
required. 

Sand r*eums to: P.O. Box 354 Amman, Jordon attm American 
Employees Community So nrlo o Association. 



. APARTMENT FOR RENT IN SHMEISAN1 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, lounge, 
dining room, with central heating. 

Location: opposite Ai Raed Al Arabi School in an 
overlooking location. 

Please call tel. 601937 Amman, from 9 a.m. till 5 
p.m. 


The Spanish Cultural Centre 


Announces 

Announces that it is holding a winter Spanish language 
course. 

The course which lasts for three months will start January 1 
2, 1990. 7 4 

Registration for the course starts on December 18, 1990. ] 
The course is for all levels. 

Classes will be on: Saturdays, Mondays and Wednes- ] 
days. 

For more Information please call Tel. 624049. 
Jabal Amman, First Circle. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

A family is looking for: 

— A man and his wife to work as domestic helpers at their 
house. 

Also for the same family. 

— A single girt is needed for the same purpose. 

Pleat# call: 662483 and 869896. 



CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

Honda Accord model 1987. Diplomatic use. 

Tel. 686416 from 8 a.m. - 2 D.m. 
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Moldova walks out of parliament; 


Uzbek leader attacks Gorbachev 


MOSCOW (R) — Delegates 
from Moldova walked out of the 
Soviet parliament Tuesday, 
angered that Moscow was ignor- 
ing their call for a crackdown on 
the southwestern republic's 
breakaway ethnic minorities. 

Deputies said the walkout was 
sparked by the presence at the 
Congress of People’s Deputies 
of invited observers from Mol- 
dova's two breakaway districts, 
the self-proclaimed Turkic 
Gagauz and the Russian Dnestr 
republics. 

Opposition to Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s prop- 
osed new union treaty, binding 
ethnic republics to Moscow, has 
been building among Moldova's 
Romanian-speaking majority. 

“We are leaving for good," 
Moldovan deputy Dumitru Mar- 
kovsky told reporters after leav- 
ing the hall. “We don’t agree 
with the position of the centre." 

Matkovsky said Moscow's in- 
difference to the battle with the 
rebel districts had doomed Mol- 
dova's participation in any new 
treaty. 

“We are not being allowed to 
sort out our sovereignty by 
ourselves. We won’t sign the. 
onion treaty. There is no chance 
of that now," be said. 

The three Baltic republics — 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia — 
and the Transcaucasian republic 
of Georgia have ail said they 


would not sign a new treaty 
under any circumstances. 

Russia, the Ukraine and 
others have demanded further, 
enhancement of the republics' 
rights under any new accord with 
the Kremlin. 

But the Moldovan walkout 
dramatically underscored the 
ethnic headaches plaguing Gor- 
bachev as be tries to patch up the 
crumbling union and raised the 
explosive issue of who is empo- 
wered to sign such an agree- 
ment. 

Hardliners have demanded 
that the Russian minorities in 

many republics be allowed to 
by-pass local objections and 
sign a new agreement with Mos- 
cow. The elected leaderships of 
the republics, however, insist 
that only they can approve such 
an agreement. 

At the weekend up to 200,000 
people rallied in the Moldovan 
capital, Kishinyov. to denounce 
the draft treaty and to demand a 
boycott of the congress by local 
deputies. 

The walkout leaves two glar- 
ing gaps in the sea of red-uphol- 
stered delegates' chairs in the 
Kremlin Palace of Congresses. 
Lithuania, which has suspended 
a formal independence declara- 
tion, sent no representatives at 
all. 

Meanwhile, Uzbekistan's 
president on Tuesday joined cri- 


tics challenging Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s blueprint to save the 
Soviet Union from collapse, rais- 
in the threat of a powerful Cen- 
tral Asian 'coalition to torpedo 
the plan. 

Islam Karimov, the Uzbek 
Communist Party boss, told the 
Soviet parliament a series of 
decisions the . Kremlin had 
gravely damaged the constituent 
republics. 

He criticised Gorbachev’s 
proposed new treaty binding the 
15 republics and the centre as 
reserving too much power for 
Moscow, adding Uzbekistan’s 
support required major structu- 
ral changes. 

“The centre should not limit 
the rights of the republics but it 
should be the other way 
around," Karimov said in the 
second day of debate on Gor- 
bachev’s state of the union 
address. “We support Kazakh- 
stan on this point." 

Karimov's remarks followed a 
powerful barrage Monday from 
Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, a rising star on the 
national scene, who said the 
flood of local sovereignty dec- 
larations was an expression of 
“self-preservation." 

Delegates from Estonia, 
meanwbile, rejected Gor- 
bachev’s plan, foT a r efe r endum 
on his proposed onion treaty. 
The republic's president, Arnold 
Ruutel, instead called for a bi- 


lateral accord recognising Esto- 
nia’s right to independence. 

Karimov said a Kremlin deci- 
sion to raise meat prices had 
forced his republic to find two 
billion roubles ($3.63 billion) 
and be denounced the “poison- 
ing” of bis land and people to 
fulfill infla ted government de- 
mands for cotton production. 

“Cotton, once our pride, has 
become our tragedy,” Karimov 
said. 

The joint assault reveals a 
deep crack in the once solid 
pro-Gorbachev bloc in Central 
Asia, and threatens to stifle die 
draft treaty altogether. 

Karimov’s attack came amid 
rising frustration from deputies 
over tbeir inability to shore up 
their own authority and over- 
come the country’s political and 
economic slide. 

“The whole country is in anar- 
chy.” said collective farm Direc- 
tor Alexander Dolganov. “Look 
how much we have talked, look 
bow many decisions we’ve 
taken. 

“But everything we've done 
has stayed in the air. Things are 
getting worse and worse. It’s not 
surprising 60,000 people a year 
kiU themselves in the Soviet Un- 
ion," be told the session. 

' “A lot is said about peres- 
troika but it has done virtually 
nothing for the country. We are 
not on the way to S talinism or 
socialism but catastrophe.” 


Bush names new education secretary 


VASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
lent George Bosh Monday 
hose former Tennessee Gov. 
*amar Alexander, who has been 
setrve in education reform, to fill 
he post of education secretary 
seated last week when Lauro 
lavazos was forced to resign. 

Meanwhile, the administra- 
ion signalled it may be backing 
,way from a controversial 
Education Department edict 
hat race-based minority schol- 
arships are illegal. White House 
*Tess Secretary Marlin Fitzwater 


said Bush was very disturbed 
about the ruling. 

“No governor in the country is 
so clearly identified with the 
movement to improve educa- 
tion.” Bush said in presenting 
Alexander. He described the 
nominee as being “at the fore- 
front of the movement to res- 
tructure our nation's schoois. ” 

Alexander, a Republican, 
served two terms as governor of 
Tennessee from 1978 to 1986. 
For the past three years, be has 


been president of the University 
of Tennessee. 

While governor, he pushed 
for education re form and insti- 
tuted a “master teacher plan" 
that gave public school teachers 
higher pay based on eduction 
levels and performance. 

On the subject of race-based 
scholarships, Fitzwater caid 
Bush has ordered the E d u cati on 
Department to conduct a quick 
review, with advice- from the 
Justice Department and White 
House lawyers. 


Canadian 


leaders 


urge 

Quebec 


to stay 


U.K. MPs reject capital punishment 


LONDON (AP) — The House 
of Commons voted by wide mar- 
gins against restoring capital 
punishment, which was abo- 
lished by act of parliament in 
1969 except for treason and pira- 

=y- 

It is the ninth time since 1969 
that the House has voted agains t 
restoring the death penalty in 
defiance of overwhelming public 
support for its rtintrodnetion. 
public opinion polls have shown 
four-fifths of the British public 
want it restored. 

Legislators in a series of votes 
defeated motions to introduce 
banging for general murders, 
murders of policemen or mur- 
der by firearms, explosives or 
offensive weapons. 

But the House voted 289-257 
to retain hanging for treason and 
piracy, but may consider the 
issue again later. 

The last bangings in Britain, 
of a convicted murderer and bis 
accomplice, occurred Aug. 13. 
1961. 

Pro-hanging Conservative 


Party legislator Ivan Lawrence 
said during the debate that the 
nation was overwhelmingly 
wanted capital punishment res- 
tored. He said the deterrent of 
fife imprisonment for murder 
had totally failed. 

But Home Secretary Kenneth 
Baker, the cabinet member re- 
sponsible for law and order, 
warned about the danger of mis- 
carriages of justice. 

“There is no appeal from the 
grave. The possibility of an inno- 
cent person being hanged by 
mistake cannot be dismissed 
with a shrug," he said. 


The votes follow the freeing of 
four people wrongly convicted of 
murder in Irish Republican 
Army bombings and tbe sche- 
duled hearing of appeals by six 
prisoners who say they also were 
wrongly convicted of murder in 
IRA attacks. 

The Guildford four, three 
men fr o m Northern Ireland and 
an Englishwoman, were freed 
last year after 15 years in jail 


following conviction for murder. 

Three detectives who investi- 
gated the 1974 IRA bombings ax 
Guildford southwest of London 
and at Woolwich in southeast 
London will be charged with 
conspiring to pervert the course 
of justice, the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service announced last 
month. Seven people died in the 
two bombings. 

Ac tbe time of tbeir release, 
the London newspaper the Sun- 
day Times commented: “The 
release of the Guildford four 
should end, once and for all. any 
talk of bringing back hanging. " 

Appeals by another group of 
prisoners, the Birmingham six, 
will be heard early next year, the 
court of appeal said Monday. 


The six Irishmen were jailed 
for life after being convicted of 
murder in 1975 in IRA bombings 
at two pubs in Birmingham in 
central England tbe previo us 
year that killed 21 people. Cri- 
tics allege police beat confes- 
sions out of them. 


De Maiziere — latest victim of Stasi ghost 


BERLIN (R) — Lothar de 
Maiziere is the latest in a long 
hue of victims hustled out of 
political office by persistent 
accusation, rumour and innuen- 
do of ties to East Germany's 
dreaded Stasi security police. 

“We cannot afford a witch- 
hunt.” De Maiziere said last 
March when be became East 
Berlin’s first and last democratic 
prime minister and tried quickly 
to stifle tbe Stasi legacy. 

But De Maiziere failed to ex- 
orcise the ghost of the intrusive 
Communist spy network from a 
united Germany. 

The timid human rights lawyer 
quit the Bonn government and 

stepped down as deputy leader 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) Monday after news 
magazines accused him of having 
informed for the Stasi for eight 
years. 

De Maiziere denied the 
allegations, saying his contact 
with the Stasi was limited to his 
work defending dissidents, but 
he stood down to save his party 
* further trouble. 

Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble, a CDU member, said 
there was evidence but no proof 
that De Maiziere could have 
been a spy Czerny. 

“I would have to conclude, in 
all objectivity, that there are 
some indications that Czerny 
could have been De Maiziere,” 
be said on television, hut he 
added: “I remain completely un- 
shaken in my personal confi- 
dence in Lothar De Maiziere." 

Once again the Stasi has 


proved so explosive an issue in 
German politics that the mere 
suggestion of involvement was 
enough to hound a senior politi- 
cian out of office. 

Tbe bead of a small conserva- 
tive party, Wolfgang Schnur. 
quit three days before East Ger- 
many’s first democratic election 
in March after admitting he had 
spied for the Stasi. 


digested information into files 
with no criteria for analysis 
other than mounting paranoia. 

Tbe network systematically 
opened mail, eaves drop ped on 
telephone calls, recorded, 
filmed, burgled and blackmailed 
in a feverish hunt for enemies of 
the Communist Parrv. 


I 


I 
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Later Social Democrat leader 
Ibrahim Boehme and East Ger- 
man Transport Minister Axel 
Viebweger both stepped down, 
saying they were innocent but 
could not continue in office with 
the slur of Stasi involvement 
hanging over them. 

In De Maiziere *s case, tbe 
only public evidence was a Stasi 
filing card published by the news 
magazine Der Spiegel with his 
Berlin address as the home of an 
informer codeoamed “czeray." 

Der Spiegel has admitted it 
touched up the filing card to 
make the address "more legible" 
and is now embroiled in its own 
Stasi scandal over tbe past of its 

Berlin bureau chief. 

■ 

The conservative newspaper 
Die Welt said it was outraged to 
see De Maiziere fall when prom- 
inent Communists like former 
party leaders Erich Honecker 
and Egon Krenz. former Pre- 
mier Hans Modrow and former 
Stasi chief Erich Mielke were 
still free. 

The Stasi's 85.000 agents and 
hundreds of thousands of part- 
time informer* kept watch on 
every second East German 
adult, stuffing piles of an- 


Large chunks of material have 
gone missing since the organisa- 
tion was disbanded following last 
year's peaceful overthrow of 
Communist rule. But even ex- 
isting information may have 
been manipulated or made up to 
tar enemies. 

While prime minister, De 
Maiziere refused to publish or 
allow access to Stasi files despite 
protests from civil rights groups, 
saying it would lead to “murder 
and mayhem.” 

He supported Interior Minis- 
ter Peter- Michael Diestei's poli- 
cy of putting ex-Stasi agents in 
the civil service, saying they 
would be more dangerous if 
ostracised. 

This attempt to put East Ger- 
many's most sinister organisa- 
tion gently to sleep backfired 
badly and Kohl's united Ger- 
man government has merely 
inherited the problem. 

De Maiziere has noted bitterly 
that the attacks on him were 
remarkably well-timed — coin- 
ciding with Kohl's choice of a 
new cabinet following his victory 
in this month’s general election. 

“I won friends but obviously 
made enemies too.” De 
Maiziere said in his resignation 


MONTREAL (R) — Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
and his chief rival. Liberal leader 
Jean Chretien, have appealed 
independently to the French- 
speaiting province of Quebec to 
resist the temptation to secede. 

Chretien, appearing Monday 
before the Quebec commission 
studying the province’s future, 
warned that a separation would 
be far more costly and acrimo- 
nious than Quebeckers have 
been led to believe. 

“Many are saying well sepa- 
rate and then rem ar ry," he said, 
referring to remarks by Quebec 
politicians that a declaration of 
independence would be im- 
mediately followed by tbe estab- 
lishment of an economic associa- 
tion between Quebec and the 
rest of Canada. 

"I’m not sure it’ll happen," he 
said. His statement raised the 
threat that the rest of Canada 
would reject Quebec's proposals 
to continue sharing a currency 
and trading freely as if nothing 
had happened. 

Chretien, a Quebec native 
who could be Canada’s next 
prime minister, was received 
coolly by tbe commission, many 
of whose members view him as a 
traitor to bis home province. 

He held p ow e r f u l posts under 
former Pr u ne Minister Pierre 
Trudeau, a strong advocate of 
central government who had lit- 
tle sympathy for Quebec's 
nationalist aspirations. 

Chretien’s warning followed 
on the heels of an appeal by 
Mulroney Sunday for national 
unity. 

“Do we still want to live 
together as a country? My 
answer is ’yes"’, Mulroney said. 

He argued that it would be 
senseless for Canada to tear it- 
self apart while other regions — 
Europe, in particular — forge 
links to enhance their global 
position. 

Mulroney suggested more 
power could be transferred f ro m 
the federal government to tbe 


I 


provinces m a 
non” — a renewal of the federal 
system adopted by Canada in 
1867. 

But neither be nor Chretien 
had anything concrete to offer 
Quebec, which is not the only 
dissatisfied province but the one 
closest to seceding. 

Polls show that around two- 
thirds of all Quebeckers favour 
sovereignty-association, and just 
over half want outright inde- 
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Chretien warned the commis- 
sion that a separation would not 
end Quebec's frustrations. 

He said the English Canadian 
provinces, which would be split 
geographically, might seek ter- 
ritorial concessions, such as a 
corridor linking the eastern and 
western provinces. 

"If people are tired of consti- 
tutional negotiations, they'll find 
the negotiations relating to 
separation extremely compli- 
cated.'’ be added. 

Quebeckers were cowed 10 
years ago by the economic 
threats, and the province agreed 
to renew power-sharing talks. 
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Bangladesh 


forms 


commission 


to probe 


corruption 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh's 
caretaker government appointed 
a commission Tuesday to investi- 
gate alleged corruption by for- 
mer President Hossain Moham- 
mad Ershad and members of his 
administration, state radio re- 
ported. 

Acting President Shababuddin 
Ahmad named Supreme Court 
Judge D.M. Artsaruddin to bead 
tbe three-man inquiry coxuxnis^ 


State radio said the other 
members are Abdul Harman, a 
member of the National Board 
of Revenue and Mahbubul Huq, 
a police commissioner. Tbe 
radio gave no further details. 

Tbe commission mil also look 
into allegations of misuse of 
power by Ershad, his ministers 
and government employees, the 
Bangladesh News Agency (BSS) 
said. 

Opposition and student lead- 
ers are demanding a quick trial 
for Exshad, who resigned on 
Dec. 4 after weeks of violent 
protests against his eight-year 
rule. 

They accuse Ershad, 60, who 
seized power in a coup in 1982, 
of mimes ranging fro m gold 
smuggling to stealing foreign aid 
money. 

Ahmad has said there is not 
yet enough evidence to take 
Ershad to court. 

Ershad, who was arrested on 
Dec. 12, is under house arrest. 
Former Deputy Prime Minister 
Shah Moazzem Hossain and In- 
terior Minister Mahmudul 
Hasan have been detained. 

Other officials, including ex- 
Foreign Minister Anisul Islam 
Mahmud, are in hiding. 

Ahmad restated his govern- 
ment's commitment to neutrality 
and promised that general elec- 
tions in March would be free and 
fair. 

“My administration will re- 
main firm and fully neutral to 
make tbe March 2 polls com- 
pletely neutral, free and fair," 
be said in a speech Tuesday. 

He said his caretaker govern- 
ment was taking steps to ensure 
a smooth transition to democra- 
cy and had told people to surren- 
der illegal arms by Dec. 26 or 
face penalties of up to life im- 
prisonment. 


Indian premier vows use 
of force to end civil strife 


NEW DELHI (AP) — As inde- 
pendent India’s most frenzied 
religious riots ravage tbe nation 
and its economy, Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar warned he is 
prepared to use unlimited “coer- 
cive power" to end the fighting. 

“Any amount of force that is 
needed will be used in order to 
stop this situation,” he said 
Monday in a 15 -minute Associ- 
ated Press interview ax his New 
Delhi residence. “There’s no 


it. 
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At least 300 people have been 
killed in fighting between India's 
Hindu majority and Muslim 
minority in tbe past 10 days. 
Another 300 people were killed 
in rioting in October and 
November. 

The ferocity of the violence 
has little parallel since the riot- 
ing when the British-ruled sub- 
continent was divided into pre- 
dominanfJy-Hindn India and 
Islamic Pakistan in 1947. 

The current bout of rioting has 
erupted in several cities. Mobs 
have axed infants to death, 
burned people and lynched pas- 
sengers in tr ains . In many cities, 
security forces have prevented 
large-scale killings by opening 
fire to disperse rival mobs. 

Chandra Shekhar, who took 
office on Nov. 10 after the reli- 
gious upheaval was instrumental 
m the removal of his predecessor 
V.P. Singh, said his government 
wanted to tackle the situation 
with “restraint and patience.” 

But, Ire said, both Hindus and 
Muslims had among them “cer- 
tain vested interests who want to 
keep this problem going.” 

“Lit ns hope that good sense 


will prevail over them, otherwise 
the unavoidable will happen — 
the government will have to take 
unpleasant decisions," he said. 

Asked what this meant, he 
said: “When the government is 
forced to use coercive power, 
that is an unpleasant decision." 

The riots erupted this month 
when Hindu ftiwHamentalists re- 
newed their campaign to build a 
temple on a site occupied by a 
mosque in the northern Indian 
town of Ayodhya. Singh's gov- 
ernment fell when he lost the 
support of a Hindu right-wing 
party during the first attempt to 
build the temple in late October. 

On the separatist revolts ling- 
ering in the northern states of 

Punjab and Jammu and Kash- 
mir, Chandra Shekhar said he 
was wiltin g to hold a dialogue 
with anyone “who is an I nd ian 
and is willing to ... settle issues 
within tbe framework of the 
constitution.” 

That means his government is 
not willing to negotiate on de- 
mands for independence, but 
will consider any other political 
concessions. 

But, he admitted there had 
been little response from Sikh 
militant groups in Punjab or 
Muslim militias in the Kashmir 
Valley. 

“Unless and until there is (a) 
positive response publicly, there 
is no use," be said- “Let us see 
how far we can go and how they 
are ready to adjust." 

Sikh radicals in Punjab have 
killed at least 3,100 people this 
year in tbeir quest for independ- 
ence. In Kashmir, at least 1,600 
people have died in 1990. 


Sweden reportedly set up 
secret resistance network 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Neutral 
Sweden, working closely with 
U.S. and British spy agencies 
during tbe cold war, established 
a secret resistance network 
against a feared Soviet occupa- 
tion, a Swedish newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The network, supported by 
the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and Britain’s 
MI6, existed from 1958 until at 
least 1978 and included 150 
standby resistance leaders and 
special arms depots spread 
across Sweden, Dagens Nybetcr 
said. 

Its report was the latest in a 
series of revelations indicating 
Sweden has closer strategic ties 
to the West during the cold war 
than it has acknowledged pub- 
licly. 

The newspaper made no men- 
tion of a secret NATO-spon- 
sored network known as Gladio, 
whose existence was revealed by 
Italy last October. Gladio was 
established to wage a guerrilla 
campaign if Western Europe fell 
to Warsaw Pact forces. 

Sweden is not a NATO mem- 
ber, but former CIA Director 
William Colby, who worked for 
the U.S. agency in tbe country 
from 1951 to 1953, said last 
month he helped set up standby 
resistance movements in Scandi- 
navia after World War II. He 
declined to elaborate. 

Dagens Nyheter, citing wefi- 
placed sources, said Colby’s 
work was continued by the 
government which cre- 


ated in 1958 a full-fledged net- 
work known only to the prime 
minister ■> and a few selected 
cabinet ministers, military lead- 
ers and industrialists. 

It was led by a Swedish 
businessman, Alvar Lindencro- 
na, whose work for the Interna- 
tional Chamber of Commerce 
made it possible for him to travel 
inconspicuously to the United 
States and Britain for briefings 
with the CIA and M16, the 
report said. 

The network, which would 
have made radio contact with 
the CIA’s London office in case 
of war, was to have used CIA 
supplies for guerrilla and sabot- 
age attacks against Soviet occu- 
piers. 

It also had intended to draw 
on CIA support to evacuate the 
Swedish cabinet, royal family 
and defence staff to London 
where an exile government 
would lead the resistance. 

Dagens Nyheter said it was 
undear what happened to the 
organisation after 1978 when 
Lindencrooa retired. He died 
three years later. 

Asked about the report, 
Swedish Assistant Under-Secret- 
ary of Defence Nils Gylden said 
he was unaware of any secret 
resistance network. 

Research supported by fore- 
ign documents and participants’ 
accounts have indicated Sweden 
had secret weapons and intelli- 
gence agreements with the Un- 
ited States from die late 1940s 
through to the 1980s. 


Burmese general calls opposition’s 


rival government plan a mistake 


BANGKOK (AP) — A power- 
ful member of Burma's military 
gover nm ent has warned opposi- 
tion politicians they would be 
making “a great mistake" by 
going along with plans to declare 
a rival government along with 
rebel groups, the Bangkok Post 
reported Tuesday. 

Up to a dozen members of 
Burma's main o pposit i on group, 
the National League for Demo- 
cracy, were expected to 
announce the formation of a 
provisional government Tuesday 
at the headquarters of an ethnic 
group waging an aimed revolt 

against the Rangoon administra- 
tion. 

The dissidents all fled the 
threat of arrest in Burma since 
winning parliamentary in 

the May 27 national election. 
The League won the election by 
a landslide, taking 392 of the 485 
contested seats, but the military 
has refused to allow the opposi- 
tion to take power. 

“It would be a great mistake if 
tire political party which won in 
tbe elections and other political 
parties committed themselves by 
forming a jungle-based govern- 
ment in collaboration with the 
outlawed insurgents who axe re- 
garded fay both the government 
and tire people of (Buzina) as 
illegal elements,” Maj.-Gen. 
Khin Nyunt, Burma’s chief of 
mifitaiy intelligence, was quoted 
as saying. 


Khin Nyunt answered ques- 
tions submitted in writing by the 
Bangkok Post newspaper. 

Last week. Khin Nyunt 
announced that tbe military jun- 
ta hod arrested 18 members of 
the League in recent days for 
planning to establish a shadow 
government. 

In the newspaper interview. 
Khin Nyunt repeated his govern- 
ment’s position that it would 
transfer power only when a new 
con s t i tution had been drafted. 
Western diplomats have said 
that process could take years. 

Reminding readers that the 
existing government is recog- 
nised by the United Nations, he 
said, “we firmly believe that no 
nation will be in a position to 
welcome the government in 
exile." 

Western diplomats have also 
said it is unlikely any nation 
would recognise a parallel gov- 
ernment. 

The opposition declaration 
was expected to be issued at Man- 
nerplaw, the headquarters of the 
Karen National Union located 


on the Burmese side of the River 
Moei bordering Thailand- The 
Karen have fought for 
autonomy from Rangoon 
enuxrencs since the 1940s. v 
The provisional government 
declaration was expected to be 
backed by members of the 
Democratic Alliance of Buzina. 


an umbrella organisation for tbe 
21 ethnic and other rebel groups 
fighting the central government. 

The cur ren t military govern- 
ment in Rangoon took power by 
force in 1988. Soldiers killed 
thousands of people who took 
part in a nationwide movement 
for democracy that year. 

The government has since 
arrested most leading members 
of the opposition. These include 
Aung San Sun Kyi, the bead of 
the National League for Demo- 
cracy. 

Meanwhile medical and dental 
colleges in Burma, dosed during 
a nationwide pro-democracy up- 
rising two years ago, are to 
reopen early next year, tbe state 
press reported Tuesday. 

All schools and universities 
and other educational institu- 
tions were shut in July 1988 
while authorities struggled to 
contain the student-led uprising. 

All classes in medical and de- 
ntal colleges except first-year 
classes will resume. 

classes will resume on Jan. 15, 
tbe official Working People's 
Daily reported. It did not say 
why the first-year classes would 
not resume. 

The nrilittuy government be- 
gan reopening schools in April 
1989, starting with primary 
schools. High schools and some 
vocational institutions also 
reopened last year, but ojriversi- 
ty gates remain locked. 



S. Korean students, 
parents suffer 
through exam day 


SEOUL (R) — Over half a 
rrnTH rm high school students and, 
parents snarled tra ffic in Seoul 
and other major cities Tuesday, 
South Korea's annual day of 
ritual agony for college entrance 
examinations. Yonbap News 
Agency said 662,469 students 
were applying for 146,346 places 
in 94 un i ve r sities. Many students 
spent most of the night outside 
test centres to avoid being late 
for an 8.40 ajn. starting time 
which, if missed, could mean 
waiting a whole year before 
trying again. Students aban- 
doned taxis and cars caught in 
t raffi c jams to sprint, hitch rides 
on motorcycles, police cars and, 
in one case, a police helicopter. 
In Seoul police mobilised 5,330 
policemen, 1,501 motorcycles 
and 688 police cars to get stu- 
dents to the exams on time. Five 
major cities shortened the work- 
day for state employees to ease 
traffic for the student rush. One 
student, injured when his house 
was robbed the night before, was 
taking the gruelling eight-and-a- 
half hour exams in a campus 
clinic, state radio said. Yonhap 
said .smother was whisked to his 
exsun hall by poKce after having 
23 stitches in his head following 
a car crash. Parents defied 
below-freezing temp e ra t u res to 
pray outside the examination 
halk for their children’s success. 


Soviet police 
nab workers trying 
to steal aid 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet Red 
Cross officials tried to steal par- 
cels of humanitarian aid donated 
from abroad but were foiled by 
police, a newspaper reported 
Monday. The bead of the Soviet 
Red Cross office in Moscow’s 
Perovo district, assisted by 10 
women employees, bad set aside 
parcels containing sausage, can- 
ned meat, chocolate, coffee, 
sugar, vegetable ofl, macaroni 
products, cigarettes, ballpoint 
peps, toothbrushes, dresses, 
men’s suits and children's do- 
tting, the government newspap- 
er Izvestia said. The items were 
intended for distribution to the 
needy, the sick and the elderly, 
Izvestia reported. Hundreds of 
tonnes of food, medicine and 
other aid has been flowing into 
tiie Soviet Union from abroad in 
recent weeks as governments 
and organisations try to alleviate 
some of the shortages afflicting 
the worsening Soviet economy. 


Greek director 
excommunicated 


FLO RINA. Greece (R) — A 
Greek Orthodox bishop excom- 
municated director Theo Ange- 
lopulos as work on bis latest fflm 
started under heavy police guard 
in Fiorina. Bishop Augustinos 
Kandiotis told some 1,000 peo- 
ple packing Fiorina’s main 
church the script of tbe Sus- 
pended Step Of The Stork — a 
$33 million production starring 
Italian actor Marcello Mas- 
troianrri — was unpatriotic and 
anti -church. Kandiotis, who 
campaigns against sexual free- 
dom, beauty contests and 
women smoking, said that be- 
cause of tiie sc ri pt’s “down with 
borders" message, Angelo- 
poulos and his crew were excom- 
municated for four years. He 
threatened “lightning will 
strike" unless they leave the 
town near the Yugoslav border. 


Arsenlo Hall 
argues with gays 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Talk- 
show host Arserdo Hall ar g ued 
at the b eginning nf lik p mpmu . 

me with two homosexual activ- 
ists who demanded to know why 
he doesn’t interview more 
homosexual guests. The nearly 
10- minute debate, which it 
times turned into a shouting 
match, appeared to nm uncut on 
the show. It was taped early hi 
tbe evening for broadcast later 
that night. It started 'Mien two. 
men, one wearing a T-shirt car- 
rying die slogan “queer 1 na- 
tion," stood up in the audience 
and questi on ed why Hall dfrbrt 


of gay guests on this show," Hall 
shot back, “but it ain’t none of 


gay." Hall, who’s black, said be 
is sensitive to the pfigbt of all 
minorities, but the hecklers ac- 
cused him of nmlfiflg fan of 
homosexuals. “I do black jofees- 
I do gay jokes,” be said. *Tm a 
comedia n. ” Hall was still fhunog 
minutes later when his first 
guest, actor Paul Hogan, joined 
hfrn in fro nt of the caineuut 
Hogan urged him to relax. 
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